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“ THE FISH CONNECTION”  
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle 

Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Asscessories 
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Service 

127 Route 12 
Preston, CT 06365 

(860) 885-1739 

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER 

               MILL RIVER FLY SHOP 
       3714 Whitney Avenue 

           Hamden, Connecticut 06518 
 
    
 

GABRIEL MACARE                (203) 248-7850 
 
Monday thru Wednesday &  Fr iday – 10:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Thursday – 10:00 am – 7:00 pm ····  Saturday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Sunday – 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 

Everything for theFly Fisherman 
and Fly Tyer 

�

Quality 
Spor ting Goods 

ORVIS 

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 
& Sporting Shotguns 

Char les A. Connell, Jr . 
431 Fitch Road 

Bozrah, CT 06334 
860-889-4901 

� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� � ����

�

TRI-MAR PRINTERS
Bruce and Rosemary  

Marino 
 

(860) 528-9256 or (860) 528-3045 
Fax: (860) 282-9040 

Email: trimarprinters@aol.com 
 
 

524 SULLIVAN AVENUE 
SOUTH WINDSOR, CT 06074 

BUS. HOURS 
MON. THRU FRI. 
7AM – 4:30PM 

Hartford Club Spor t Center  
“ Fishing and Outdoor Specialists Since 1979”  

554 Wethersfield Avenue – Har tford, CT 06114 

Ron Angelo 
(860) 296-0110 
Fax (860) 296-

E-mail: ctoutfitters@snet.net 
www. ctoutfitters.com 

EST 1959 

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66 
Middlefield, CT 06455 
203-347-4353 
1-888-400-4868 FULL LINE DEALER 

WWW. CUBETA’S.COM 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
·  Largest Outfitter in CT 
·  Over 2500 Sporting &                   
  Collectible Firearms 

PRICE-SERVICE-SELECTION 

 

John Marona 

100 Main St., Collinsville, CT 06019   860-693-2214 

Hours: Mon Tue Wed Fr i 10am-6pm ····  Thur  10am –9pm ····  Sat 9am-5pm  
WWW.QUIETSPORTS.COM 

 

 
Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent products and services and they do need 
your support. Mention that you are with CFFA. They do appreciate the feedback and 
patronage from club members. Plus, they are an excellent source for information on gear, 
tackle, fishing tips, and current conditions.  
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Goings-On In Hartford 
By Vin Ringrose CFFA’S Legislative Chairman 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     For years, our lobbying efforts have been hit and miss at the capitol.  Now for the first time, we hope to be able to focus our efforts 
more efficiently.  There has recently been formed a Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus, made up of legislators from both parties who 
have commitment to outdoor sports of all varieties.  This group is modeled after a similar group in Washington called the 
Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, which has been operating for 10 years. 
     Yours truly attended a business-social meeting of this group at the Bristol Fish and Game Club in October, and was impressed with 
their membership.  It has always been known that the best lobbyists are fellow legislators, and I am hopeful that by directing our 
efforts at this group, we can have a greater impact, whether we are looking to restore motor-boat fuel tax funds, or other matters 
equally important. 
     If you noticed some small, scrawny trout in our spring stockings the past couple of seasons, there’s a reason.  The water supply at 
Quinebaug Hatchery has been slowly dwindling.  The solution, for now at least, is to spread the smaller trout out by reducing their 
numbers.   The size should be much better, but production will be down about 40,000.  There will be NO reduction in the number of 
larger trout.  Hopefully, full amounts can be restored.   
     Our bass program continues to be a great success.  A recent three year study of tournament bass fishing shows that there is no real 
impact on largemouth bass, but that smallmouth bass suffer significant live well mortality in warm weather months.  It seems that 
smallmouths will be removed from tournament exemptions during June, July and August.   
     Then furor over this tournament fishing on Candlewood Lake, brought by residents on the lake, seems to be subsiding.  This past 
season, with improved policing, was almost incident free.  Discussions continue with all interested parties, including local state 
legislators, as to how to finance continued adequate policing.   
     For our saltwater fishermen, there continues to be conflicts between the feds and state agencies in the northeast.  There continue to 
be disputed estimates of the size of various stocks of target species, with resulting disagreements on the setting of seasons, size limits, 
etc.  Striped Bass and Scup are the two species that are most contentious right now.  Angler perception is that both species are 
abundant right now, and that restrictions are too tight.  The feds disagree, but their figures are always 2 years behind, creating obvious 
conflicts.  We will keep you posted.  
     You should know that there is a serious movement afoot to move Opening Day in April back to a week earlier.  If it were to 
happen, it would not begin until at least 2006.  DEP would have to re-schedule their usual stocking patterns, and in some bad winter 
years, not all streams would be stocked by opening day, which happens routinely in neighboring NY and PA.  BUT we would give 
school kids an extra week of legal fishing before their all-consuming spring sports schedules begin.  We have to find ways to get the 
kids involved.  Our sport is shrinking.   
     With all that in mind, let me urge you all to obtain a copy of James Prosek’s new book directed at the 7 to 12 year old angler, 
entitled “A Good Days Fishing.”   Published by Simon & Schuster, it has just arrived in bookstores.  There is nothing like it.  Make 
sure your kids and grandkids have a copy.  Your first glance at the book will convince you.   
     Last but not least.  You E-Mail addicts will be pleased to know that by this time next year you will be able to buy your fishing 
license electronically.  
 

CFFA members have not heard much from me lately about things 
happening in our capital city – things that will have a major impact on our 
sport. 
     As usual financial problems head the list.  The state budget, even with 
the improving economy, is still in shambles, and the legislature seems 
almost happy that the Rowland controversy has diverted attention away 
from enormous deficits.  Fisheries have lost $1 million of the motor-boat 
fuel tax monies that were keeping fisheries in the black.  Program cutbacks 
have been put into place, the most dramatic being the closing of the 
Whittemore Salmon Holding Facility in Barkhamstead. 
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Banquet 
Dinner  Reservation Form 

 
Date: ______________ 
 

No. of Reservations  
at $30.00 per  person: _______ 
 

Name:_______________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________ 
City &  State: _________________________________
Zip Code: _________Home Phone: ______________ 
Dinner  Choice:  ����  Baked Stuffed Shr imp, ����  Pr ime 
Rib, ����  Stuffed Breast of Capon 
 
MAIL TO: 
Mr . LARRY JOHNSON 
60 WILLIARD STREET 
HARTFORD, CT 06105 
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I f you haven’ t yet signed up for the CFFA 
Banquet fill out the form below and mail it 
in to Larry Johnson as soon as you can. A 
good time for all is ensured!!  
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     Pizza and a Movie night was a winner for the 3rd year in a row.  Thanks to all who made it an event: the 
fly-tyers, tag sale items, a couple of raffles, kids to help eat the pizza and watch the fly-tyers, and a quick 
business meeting.  Thanks to all who came out and all who put in the effort to make this a really good 
gathering. 
     Thanks also go to Jim Krul and faculty at the Fly Fishing University who provided us with a booth at the 
World of Fly Fishing III Show in Danbury. This year it looked as though the weather would be in our favor, 
i.e., no snow.  Lo and behold, when I got up on January 2nd, the first day of the show, it was snowing.  
When I saw Jim at the vendor©s entrance when I arrived, he grinned and said, "Can©t have a show without 
any snow."  I had a great time again this year I wish him continued success with this show.  Quite a few 
CFFA members were attendees and helped man our booth.  Our thanks to all who volunteered. 
     Please welcome our new VP of Environment / Conservation: Stan Calabrese by offering to assist him 
with whatever projects he©ll be cooking up.  Stan brings lots of motivated enthusiasm to the position and 
would like everyone to consider assisting in some way, his efforts to organize club projects dealing with 
conservation and environmental issues.  Also, welcome Dick Heffernon as our new Recording Secretary, a 
low profile but very important position.   
     It©s the eve of another fantastic CFFA Expo & Banquet I would like to remind all members that your 
participation is both welcome and necessary.  Traditionally one of the best ways you can support your club 
is by tying a dozen or so flys for the bucket raffles at the banquet. Another way is the donation of books, 
gear or other appropriate items (even non-fishing items) for the bucket raffles.  Donations of flys and other 
items should be given to any board member or contact me to make arrangements to collect them.  We 
welcome any volunteers who will be willing to arrive early and help set up the raffle tables,  man the door, 
sell raffle tickets, and check in guests.  Larry Johnson is gathering the requests for reservations.  We©ve 
obtained lots of nice goodies for the raffles from the various manufacturing, publishing and distributing 
companies generously contribute to our cause as well as from all our local shops. 
     Bob Rifchin is our featured speaker.  he©s very eager to be with us for out Expo & Banquet. There are 
still seats available at the table for his fly tying session. His flys are interesting, innovative, and effective. 
Contact me if you©re interested in tying with Bob, cost is $30 for the morning session.  In addition to his 
tying session, he©ll be giving a seminar on salt water fishing in New England in the afternoon.. 
     This is Show Season.  Locally, the Northeast Fishing and Hunting Expo is being held February 12 to 15.  
Check the Coming Events listing on page 2 or visit our web site at www.ctflyfish.org.  Contact a couple of 
fishing buddies, organize a road trip and see the shows. 
     I hope to see you all the Banquet on Saturday February 7th. 

� � � �

FFRROOMM   TTHHEE  VVEESSTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  

PPRREESSII DDEENNTT 
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Redington Endorsed 
Fly-Fishing Guide and Instructor 

Swift �  Westfield �  Deerfield �  Farmington Rivers 

Private/Group Lessons
Gift Certificates 

(413) 583-5141 

Web: marlablair.com 

Email:  
marlablair@yahoo.com 
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ABOUT CFFA: The Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s Association, Inc. is organized 
“ To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and To 
Conserve Game Fish Waters.”  CFFA membership meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month, September through May. Meetings are held at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge Drive, East Hartford, CT.  
“ Lines and Leaders”  is the official publication of the Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s 
Association, Inc. and is distribted to its membership and allies of conservation. 
Business card ads may be placed at a cost of $5 per add or $40 for nine months. 
CFFA members may place for-sale or want ads of a non-commercial nature 
without charge. Newsletter correspondence should be sent to David  Casali, 259 
Longhill Drive, Glastonbury, CT, 06033. Change of address notice should be sent 
to CFFA, P.O. Box 380268, East Hartford, CT 06138-0268 
COPY DEADLINE: The second Friday of the month. 

 

 
 
Monster  Catfish of 

The Mekong 
 

 This story is true.  But the catch in 
question, the Mekong giant catfish, is fast 
disappearing.  Up to ten feet long and weighing 
in at as much as 650 pounds, it ranks among the 
world’s largest freshwater fish.  Once abundant 
along a 500 mile stretch of the Mekong River 
that winds through Myanmar (Burma), 
Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia, the behemoths 
are now vanishing, probably due to over 
fishing.  In Thailand none have been caught for 
two years.  But in Cambodia a few are still 
netted, and it’s there that biologist Zeb Hogan 
heads the Mekong Fish Conservation Project, 
supported by the National Geographic 
Society’s Conservation Trust.  Zeb pays local 
fishermen for their catch hoping to find some 
catfish still alive.  He tags live fish, then 
releases them.  Among the information on the 
tag is his phone number, and fishermen netting 
tagged fished are urged to call.  “We’re trying 
to understand how the fish migrate and to do 
genetic studies on them,”  he says.  “We also 
want to educate people about the importance of 
conserving them.”  
 



 C F F A    B O A R D    OF    D I  R E C T O R S 
  HOME WORK 
PRESIDENT Ray Riley 721-0547  

ENVIRONMENT  VP Stan Calabrese   

PROMOTIONS VP John Baracchi 895-1181  

ACTIVITIES VP Tim LaGosh 613-2103  

RECORDING SECRETARY Ted Rzepski 561-3475 243-9761 

LEGAL SECRETARY Mark Barbieri 623-8187  

TREASURER  Keith Petry 649-0470  

ADVISORY BOARD Larry Johnson 246-0728  

ADVISORY BOARD Gary Bogli 649-4227  

ADVISORY BOARD Charles Place 623-9912 565-7841 

ADVISORY BOARD Ken Parkany 871-1123 557-2359 

CONSERVATION CHRMN Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2500 

INDOOR FACIL.  CHRMN. Steve Sawczuk 747-5852  

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN Vin Ringrose 828-4642  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN Arnold Cosgrove 295-0622  

NEWSLETTER EDITORS Dave & Mark Casali 633-7902  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN Roger Plourde 747-4297 747-3324 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN Ed Fidrych 342-1173 566-8241 

WEBMASTER Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

SMOLA’S 
  BLUE RIBBON GUIDE SERVICES 

TROUT GUARANTEED 
DEERFIELD ····  FARMINGTON ····  WESTFIELD ····  SWIFT 

BLACK & HOUSATONIC RIVERS 

860-763-1856 
JACK SMOLA 

483 HAZARD AVE, ENFIELD, CT 06082 
WWW.jacksmola.com 

E-mail: info@jacksmola.com 
 

FEATURING: SAGE, G.LOOMIS, T&T, ST. 
CROIX, SA MASTERY DEALER, REDDINGTON, 
TIBOR, REGAL RENZETTI, SIMMS, ROSS, 
HODGMAN, BAUER, AIR FLO, WULFF, 
WATERWORKS,  PATAGONIA, EX OFFICIO, 
COLUMBIA, & MORE! 

Fly Rod Rentals ·  Tying Materials ·  Tying Classes ·  Fly Fishing 
Schools ·  Local Information ·  FFF Certified Instruction 

75 Main St. ····  Old Saybrook, CT ····  (860) 388-6585 

OPEN 
DAILY: 
M-F 10-8 
SAT 9-6 

SUN 12-5 
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P.O. Box 380268 
East Har tford, CT 06138-0268 

Vist the CFFA website at “ www.ctflyfish.org”  
Use the message board to share your fishing experiences, get the latest 

reports, write stories and meet a friend! 
 

JACK’S 2004 GUIDE SPECIAL – Offer for the first 
15 trips. PAY FOR 1 DAY, GET THE 2ND DAY FREE ! 
  


