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of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game-Fish Waters.”  Volume 33   No. 5 Feb 2006 

The Connecticut Fly Fishing Association present the 35thAnnual 
 

 

 
Saturday, February 25th, 2006�

Held at the Quality 
Inn , 

 (The Old Colony) 
51 Hartford Turnpike, 
(RT 83), Vernon, CT, 

(exit 63 off I-84) 
 

Featuring Guest 
Speakers: 

 
Kathy Scott & David 

van Burgel 
 

�FREE ADMISSION 

 FREE PARKING 

 PROGRAMS & CLINICS 

 FLY TYERS ROW 

 FLY TYING WITH KIDS 

 LOCAL CLUBS and VENDORS 

 LOCAL FLY SHOPS    

 Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
 

Expo 
�DOOR PRIZES 

 A SPECIAL RAFFLE 

 GENERAL CONSERVATION  
        RAFFLE 

 GREAT FOOD 

 FEATURED SPEAKERS 

 RECOGNITION AWARDS 

 COCKTAILS at 6:30, Dinner at 7:00 
��������

Banquet 

 

FFRROOMM   TTHHEE  VVEESSTT  OOFF  

  TTHHEE  PPRREESSII DDEENNTT  

          I would like to thank the membership for allowing me 
the honor of serving as your president for another year. 
Along with your help I’m sure we can continue to make the 
CFFA a success. 
      January’s meeting was just awesome. I know it was pizza night but it was still great to see so many of the 

young people at the meeting. I really enjoy seeing some of the kids at our meetings. Thanks to all of you the 
members for the great attendance and the interest at our meetings we could never do it without you.  
     The Danbury World of Fly-fishing Show was fun. I got to see and talk to some old friends like Lefty and Jack 
Dennis and Bob Popovics. Ken from the Baxter House was there and a whole bunch of other people that I get 
 

                       Continued on page 5 
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Mary Edwards getting a casting lesson from Lefty 
Kreh at the Fly-Fishing show in Danbury.  
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                          Just a Lucky Fish 
                                       By John Springer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
for the week we were there, caddis and spinners. We found nymphing and streamer fishing very difficult as there is a constant barrage of 
weeds coming down river catching on your fly. Fishing for us did not pick up until about 9 AM. In speaking to other anglers who did get 
up and get on the water at an earlier hour it was not worth it.  About 1 or 2 in the afternoon it was time to quit and take a nap. Quitting at 
that time to take a nap worked out well for us as there is no air conditioning at Frenchey’s Motel.  On the days it hit 100 we got quite 
warm, but for $35 a day for both of us with a kitchen who could complain.  After our nap, we would eat a big meal alternating between 
Charlie’s cooking and the best tasting burger and fries you ever ate at a restaurant called The Frenchmen and Me.  I often hear fishermen 
talk about how expensive it is to go to Montana to fish. I have to laugh.  When you ask where they stay and eat you will find out they go 
to all the high end places and never take the time to enjoy a small western town like Wolf Creek with two nice bars and lots of local 
people to meet and talk to. You would be very surprised what those people can tell you if they get to like you.  That burger and fries at 
the Frenchmen and Me will set you back $4.25 and a delicious piece of apple pie al mode is another $2.  Down the road where the real 
fly fishermen eat they don’ t even have burgers.  A Montana burger at one of those local bars will taste better than a steak here in the east 
in a restaurant.   
     About that lucky fish… it went over a good 6 pounds.  It was 24 inches long and was as deep as a football, just like the ones in the 
stories you read about I would  guess it was almost 6 inches wide, no kype jaw so perhaps it was a female or it was to early in the 
season.  It happened during that magic time between 8 and 10 PM. Everything was quiet and all the boats had gone down river. Only a 
few anglers were left fishing.  I was working my way up river in a channel and working the side of a good riffle when I noticed there 
were about four fish feeding.  It was the luck of the draw but the fish of the trip just came up and sucked in my caddis fly. At first I 
thought it was foul hooked as I had just done that to a brown but after several minutes I got to see the fish for the first time and where it 
was hooked.  After a few more minutes I got him next to me in the shallow water and took a few moments to revive him and enjoy the 
weight and size of this fish trying to figure out how old he was.  He wiggled away and I retied the fly and went back to fishing, knowing 
that was the fish of the trip for me even though we had several more days to go.  Some how you just get to know these things.  As a rule, 
I have my camera with me but as we were fishing the same area, I had taken many pictures the day before and I decided not to bring it 
that night so I could travel a bit lighter.  A picture of that lucky fish to look at during the winter would have warmed many cold days. 
 

     You know those stories. The ones you read about in all the major fishing magazines.  
They all start with something like “ I saw the large wake while he was striking” . Or “ I had 
seen this fish in the past and knew where he lived” .  I landed my largest Brown I this year 
while fishing the Missouri River last summer.  It was just luck, nothing complicated, 
scientific, or very skillful.  Just plain old luck.  During July of last year my friend Charlie 
Muscarella, aka: “Mr. Snickers” ,  and I spent sixteen days fishing, visiting friends, eating 
and drinking in non-tourist bars in Montana.  We had some very hot weather that 
dampened the fishing in some places and I’m very sad to say that Whirling disease seems 
to really have started to affect the fishing on the Missouri River.  Over the past three years 
I have witnessed the decline in numbers of fish but this year has been the worst.  On a 
more positive note from the people I have spoken with, fishing the Madison has been very 
good and keeps improving. This change has taken about 10 years, however.  If the 
problem on the Missouri really is Whirling disease I hope it will not take this long to 
rectify it.   
     The hatches were a bit off because of high water this past spring and we did not see as 
many caddis as in the past 12 years but there was no shortage of PMD’s.  Neither of us 
saw fish eat PMD’s but they certainly ate the spinners at night.  We only needed two flies  

UPCOMING MARCH MEMBER’s MEETING - SPEAKERS 
The speaker for March 8th meeting will be two short programs. 
The DEP conservation officer Ed Pyzner will talk about his job duties and 
responsibilities 
and how anglers can most effectivly interface with the DEP police. 
The second speaker is Rob Nicholas owner of Housatonic anglers guiding 
service. 
He will do a short program on his guiding trips to Chile in the winter months. 
From his trips and a great deal of research,Rob has come up with an exceptional 
 trip to the fly fishing capital of Chile at an affordable price. 
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Harrison River Story….or…..” Why Being Old and 
Gray Haired Has I ts Benefits After All”  

 

By Bob Banks 
 

(Bob Banks is a close personal friend of CFFA’s President John Baracchi who lives in the state of Washington. Bob shared his 
story and photos of fishing the Harrison River in British Columbia, Canada. We hope you enjoy it). 
 
 

 
 
 
      We slid my 16 foot Wooldridge Jet boat, equipped with a 110 hp motor and a pump, in to the river and made our way up 
stream approximately 2 miles.  There is no whitewater, nor any rapids, but the flow was surprising to me. I would estimate it to 
be flowing close to 7 miles per hour and this is a real test for the smaller boats we saw navigating it. 
      Off to fishing! After sliding the boat up on a gravel bar and assembling out 8 wt rods,  we must to find the “perfect”  fly.  I 
chose a weighted chartreuse rabbit on a size #1 hook, which my fishing partner, and much more experienced on this river than 
I, said would be his “ last”  choice. There are a lot of “chums”  in here and the chartreuse works well on our Washington rivers, 
why not Canadian rivers?  Several casts later I was hooked up with a strong fish, and off to the races.  After several long runs 
and numerous shorter attempts at getting loose, I slid him up on the bank for a “Kodak moment” , and then he was off again. I 
did offer a fly to my fishing partner! 
 
     We were fishing shallow clear water, casting to the flow of the river, and our feet were surrounded by the paired up 
“chums”scurring about.  The gravel bar was littered with many spawned out and very dead  “pink salmon”  on the beach.  At 
one point I reached down and grabbed a slow moving chum by the tail, and lifted it to show my partner.  The fish was in 
excess of 15 pounds, but likely only a few days from cashing in his chips! The chum are the latest spawning of the salmon 
species and are also know as “dog”  salmon.  The Eskimos of Alaska gave them this name because they got fed to the dogs, but 
their last days are spent with horribly grotesque features and huge protruding jaws and teeth.  They also get very colorful, with  
     

October 19, 2005 
     Up at 5:30 and trying to quietly sneak out of the house, until my fishing 
partner rings the doorbell.  The sneaking part is over!  Jerry and I traveled 
north about 80 miles in the rain and crossed the Canadian border at Sumas, 
Washington, and then on to Chilliwack, British Columbia.  Breakfast at the 
local “White Spot”  and then on to Fred’s fishing store for a BC fishing 
license ($22 for a one day nor-resident license). Another few miles and we 
are at the launch, about 125 miles from our homes in Marysville, WA.  Still 
raining!  Yuk! 
     The Harrison River is a very short river coming out of Harrison Lake and 
flowing in to the Fraser River, nine or so miles to the southwest of the lake. 
Harrison Lake is well in excess of 35 miles long, located 50 miles or so east 
of Vancouver, BC.  This lake provides drainage for many rivers and streams.  
The watershed also provides migratory routes for numerous species of 
salmon. 
 

hues of green, purple, and most other colors of the rainbow. They 
were preceded in to the river system by the “pink (humpies) 
salmon” , the Silver salmon, and the river is now also full of 
“Kings” , or Chinook Salmon, the largest of the salmon species. 
Though the chum may not have the beauty of their other salmon 
kin, these are some of the hardest fighting fish imaginable. 
     I looked up river, and my partner was soon hooked up, and 
after a 15 minute struggle, a long line release, and we were back 
to casting.  We continued to connect with a few fish and lose 
what were most likely chums. Because of the heavy flow, we 
were unable to get our flies out to the “kings”  that were jumping 
regularly out in the heaviest current of the river.  These were fish 
in the 30-50 pound range, and created a very audible splash. 
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     After a late lunch of hot chili (I brought a stove), we 
continued to fish the area and eventually moved down to 
slower water, which once again brought success.  After a 20-
minute plus struggle, my fishing partner landed a near 20 
pound “chum” in a back eddy of the river.  We continued to 
“beat”  the water until our aging bones were giving out and we 
decided to make it a day and head for home. 
      Coupled with the many immense eagles we had soaring 
overhead, it was an incredible experience, in spite of the less 
than ideal weather conditions. 
Crossing the border back in to the USA can be a bit of an 
adventure after 9/11, but our crossing guard was more 
interested in where we had been fishing and our success than 
anything else.  Perhaps being old and gray haired has its 
benefits after all.  Just another great day on the river! 
Bob Banks 
bobbanks2@msn.com 
360-659-6164 
 

VEST OF THE PRESIDENT – Continued from page 1 
 
to see only once or twice a year at the shows. Thanks to all of the members that drove to Danbury to help staff our table, it was 
nice to see more members getting involved. Any of you that want to help out please let us know, we still need help with the expo 
and setting up the raffle at the banquet, so don’ t be bashful volunteer we sure would appreciate it. 
    Phil McCormick is our membership chairman you can find him in the coat room area at the meetings if you would like to sign 
up or renew your dues. Bob Winot has DVD’s and video’s for rent you can find him usually in the kitchen at the meetings. We 
have added more DVD’s to the collection recently so check them out. 
     Ray Riley did an awesome job setting us up at the Danbury show, thanks Ray great job. 
 Right now we are really busy getting ready for the expo and banquet. If you haven’ t bought your tickets yet it’s really worth the 
price you can print a form from our website and send your check to Mike Stewart, please make the checks out to CFFA and not to 
Mike. 
      I was pleasantly surprised to see Mark Casali at the January meeting. It is always nice to see Mark.  The problem is I don’ t get 
to see him enough. I did take the time however to introduce Mark to Jimmy Girourd who was tying at the meeting. Jimmy kind of 
reminds me of how Mark started and the two of them chatted for a while and I think Mark was impressed with Jimmy’s fly tying 
talents. It’s always nice when a young person gets hooked on Fly-fishing, and it’s also nice to see how generous our members are 
when it comes to these young folks. Whether it be advice or materials we have a great group of members when it comes to the 
kids. 
     Our classes have started already, Gary, Ted, Mark D. and the rest of the volunteers are doing a great job. 
     Don’ t forget that there is no members meeting in February because we have our expo and banquet on the 25th.  I hope to see 
everyone at the Colony. 
     Our own Mary Edwards was fortunate to get some casting lessons from Lefty Kreh at the Danbury Show and she was just 
thrilled. Thanks to our own Charlie Place for setting it up and I have to say Lefty was happy to do it. He’s a great guy I could sit 
and talk to him for hours, he’s  a fountain of knowledge when it comes to fly fishing and casting. 
     I want to say thank you to Roger Plourde and Steve Sawzcuk for all of their hard work planning our programs and also with 
pizza night, it’s a lot of work and I appreciate your efforts and hard work, thanks guys. 
     Kurt is busy with the C&E raffle, please everyone try to sell at least 20 tickets we really need the members support on this one.  
      I am very pleased with the fact that I get to meet new people at every meeting, if I haven’ t met you yet please come on up and 
introduce yourself I would love to meet you. 
     I attended the Connecticut River Salmon Association banquet on January 21. I enjoyed the evening and the wonderful dinner. 
Most of all I enjoyed the company of our own CFFA members that were also in attendance. I had the pleasure of meeting the DEP 
Commissioner Gina McCarthy. She has a lot of great ideas and I am really excited about her “No Child Left Inside”  program 
starting in April. I am sure that our members and our club will be willing to help in any capacity that we can with this program 
and I conveyed that very same thought to Gina. I think that even though she has only been in the position for a year she is making 
changes for the good already.  
     Please support our sponsors, they take the time and money to support us. We have some of the best guide services in the 
business so if you are interested in a guided trip open up the newsletter and consider hiring one of our sponsors.  
 I hope to see all of you at our expo and banquet. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you might 
have. See you on the 25th, bring a friend.  Tight Lines: John 
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ABOUT CFFA: The Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s Association, Inc. is 
organized “ To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly 
Fishing and To Conserve Game Fish Waters.”  CFFA membership meetings 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month, September through May. 
Meetings are held at the Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge Drive, 
East Hartford, CT.  
“ Lines and Leaders”  is the official publication of the Connecticut Fly 
Fisherman’s Association, Inc. and is distribted to its membership and allies of 
conservation. Business card ads may be placed at a cost of $5 per add or $40 
for nine months. CFFA members may place for-sale or want ads of a non-
commercial nature without charge. Newsletter correspondence should be sent 
to David  Casali, 259 Longhill Drive, Glastonbury, CT, 06033, or emailed to 
dcasali5@cox.net. Change of address notice should be sent to CFFA, P.O. 
Box 380268, East Hartford, CT 06138-0268 
COPY DEADLINE: The second Friday of the month. 
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BANQUET Dinner  Reservation Form 
 
Date: ______________ 
 

No. of Reservations  
at $36.00 per  person: _______ 
 

Name:_______________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________ 
City &  State: _________________________________ 
Zip Code: _________Home Phone: ______________ 
Dinner  Choice:  ����  Baked Stuffed Shr imp, ����  Pr ime Rib, ����  Stuffed Breast of Capon 
 

WORLD’S SMALLEST FISH 
DISCOVERED 

 
    An undated photo released by Cornol, 
Switzerland and Raffles Museum Singapore, 
shows a male Paedocypris fish. Scientists 
from Europe and Singapore say they have 
discovered the world©s tiniest fish -- a species 
that lives in peat wetlands in Southeast Asia 
and, when fully grown, is the size of a large 
mosquito.(AFP/HO/Maurice Kottelat) 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Does anyone remember 
our president John Barcchi tell the story of 
the fish that fought for hours but finally got 
away? Well, we think someone finally landed 
that fish!  
 
…….Just a joke John, but if you ever do land 
a fish this size, come on over and we’ ll fillet 
it. (Microscope and surgeon knife required) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMOLA’S 
  BLUE RIBBON GUIDE SERVICES 

TROUT GUARANTEED 
DEERFIELD ····  FARMINGTON ····  WESTFIELD ····  SWIFT 

BLACK & HOUSATONIC RIVERS 

860-763-1856 
JACK SMOLA 

483 HAZARD AVE, ENFIELD, CT 06082 
WWW.jacksmola.com 

E-mail: info@jacksmola.com 

 

Redington Endorsed 
Fly-Fishing Guide and Instructor 

Swift �  Westfield �  Deerfield �  Farmington Rivers 

Private/Group 
Lessons 
Gift Certificates (413) 583-5141 

Web: marlablair.com 

Email:  
marlablair@yahoo.com 
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“ THE FISH CONNECTION”  
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle 

Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Asscessories 
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Service 

127 Route 12 
Preston, CT 06365 

(860) 885-1739 

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER 

�

Quality 
Spor ting Goods 

ORVIS 

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 
& Sporting Shotguns 

Char les A. Connell, Jr . 
431 Fitch Road 

Bozrah, CT 06334 
860-889-4901 

� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� � ����

�

TRI-MAR PRINTERS
Bruce and Rosemary  

Marino 
 

(860) 528-9256 or (860) 528-3045 
Fax: (860) 282-9040 

Email: trimarprinters@aol.com 
 
 

524 SULLIVAN AVENUE 
SOUTH WINDSOR, CT 06074 

BUS. HOURS 
MON. THRU FRI. 
7AM – 4:30PM 

Hartford Club Spor t Center  
“ Fishing and Outdoor Specialists Since 1979”  

554 Wethersfield Avenue – Har tford, CT 06114 

Gary L. Brummett 
(860) 296-0110 
Mobile: (860) 539-3067 

Outdoor  Enterpr ises, LLC 
www. ct-outfitters.com 

EST 1959 

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66 
Middlefield, CT 06455 
203-347-4353 
1-888-400-4868 FULL LINE DEALER 

WWW. CUBETA’S.COM 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
·  Largest Outfitter in CT 
·  Over 2500 Sporting &                   
  Collectible Firearms 

PRICE-SERVICE-SELECTION 

 

 

Cedar  House 
Custom Picture Framing 

·  Shadow Boxes ·  Custom Mirrors 

By Appointment:  

(860) 747-3324 

Roger Plourde 
146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372) 

Rear Building 
Plainville, CT 06062 

 ON THE RIVER 
Fly Fishing Instruction with Charlie Place 

 

Learn where trout hide, what their habits are, and how to catch 
them using nymphs, streamers, and dry flies.  

 

Send for  a free electronic brochure to learn more about this 
unique fly fishing teaching service.  Send to:  

onther iver@snet.net 

Over  25 years fly fishing exper ience 



 
C F F A    B O A R D    OF    D I  R E C T O R S 

  HOME WORK 
PRESIDENT John Baracchi 895-1181  

ENVIRONMENT  VP Stan Calabrese 569-2923  

PROMOTIONS VP Sam Dupuis 745-6206 763-5030 

RECORDING SECRETARY Dick Heffernon  632-0356  

LEGAL SECRETARY Mark Barbieri 623-8187  

TREASURER  Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

ADVISORY BOARD Larry Johnson 246-0728  

ADVISORY BOARD Gary Bogli 649-4227  

ADVISORY BOARD Charles Place 623-9912 565-7841 

ADVISORY BOARD Ken Parkany 871-1123 557-2359 

ADVISORY BOARD Ray Riley   

CONSERVATION CHRMN Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2500 

INDOOR FACIL.  CHRMN. Steve Sawczuk 747-5852  

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN Vin Ringrose 828-4642  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN Phil McCormick 871-8703 327-0010 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS Dave & Mark Casali 633-7902  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN Roger Plourde 747-4297 747-3324 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN Mary Edwards   

WEBMASTER Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

FEATURING: ALBRIGHT, SAGE, G.LOOMIS, 
T&T, ST. CROIX, SA MASTERY DEALER,  
TIBOR, REGAL, RENZETTI, SIMMS, ROSS, 
HODGMAN, BAUER, AIR FLO, VAN STAAL, 
WULFF, WATERWORKS,  PATAGONIA, EX 
OFFICIO, COLUMBIA, & MORE! 

Fly Rod Rentals ·  Tying Materials ·  Tying Classes ·  Fly Fishing 
Schools ·  Local Information ·  FFF Certified Instruction 

75 Main St. ····  Old Saybrook, CT ····  (860) 388-6585 

OPEN 
DAILY: 
M-F 10-8 
SAT 9-6 

SUN 12-5 
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P.O. Box 380268 
East Har tford, CT 06138-0268 

Vist the CFFA website at 
“ www.ctflyfish.org”  

Use the message board to share your fishing experiences, get the 
latest reports, write stories and meet a friend! 

 


