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     Come join us on Wednesday, March 10th, and listen 
to Bill Hyatt, Director of the Connecticut DEP Inland 
Fisheries Division, discuss regulation updates and the 
state’s 2004 stocking program. The presentation will be 
followed by a question and answer session. 
ADMISSION IS FREE!! 
  

PPLL AACCEE::  Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, 100 
Sunset Ridge, East Hartford, CT 

DDAATTEE::  Wednesday, March 10th, 2003  

TTII MM EE::  Fly Tying, Tackle Swap, Raffle  
7:00 - 8:00 PM 

                   Program – 8:00 PM 

What’s Inside This Issue: 
 
 

 
�  My Take on Fly Tying – by John Baracchi – Page 5 
 

�  DEP Coastal Survey –  Page 7 
�  CFFA Board of Directors – Page 8 
 

�  President’s Message – Page 1, 7 
�  Club News/Coming Events – Page 2,3 
�  CFFA Events – Page 4 
�  Sequel to the Ultimate Fly – by Ernie 

Boutiette, a.k.a. “The Tyaholic” – Page4 
 

My heartiest thanks go to all who helped in any 
way with our very well attended Expo and Banquet.  
Your names are listed elsewhere in this issue.  If you 
helped and were somehow not mentioned, my sincere 
apology.  Thanks also go to our banquet speaker Bob 
Rifchin, who gave us a very interesting and enter-
taining view of fly fishing in New England.  He and 
his wife enjoyed our welcome and enthusiasm for his 
efforts during the day.  Bob hinted that we may have a 
good chance of running in to him on the Cape during 
one of our Trip weekends.  I hope we do.  He can 
show us a lot more, I’m sure. 

Lots of us noticed that, for the first time in 
memory, Charlie Place wasn’ t at the banquet.  Well it 
turns out that he had to attend another banquet, that of 
the New England Outdoor Writers Association.  At 
that gathering, Charlie was awarded the 1st Place 
Award for Best Magazine Column: “On the Fly”  
which appears monthly in On The Water magazine.  
Congratulations Charlie! 

The following weekend was a busy one for a crew 
of volunteers who manned our booth at the North East 
Fishing & Hunting Expo at the Connecticut Expo 
Center.  We talked to scores of people about our fly 
fishing classes, our organization, and signed up a few  
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Sequel To The Ultimate Fly 
By Ernest Boutiette, a.k.a. the “ TYAHOLIC”  

 

 
 
 
     When we first fished for Albies, one a day was a good day.  We knew that we did not have the right fly.  
We read the experts in saltwater magazines and found that they knew no more than us.  As an example, the 
experts said to use #8 or #10 leaders, but after breaking many Albies off, we switched to Orvis #20 leaders.  
Many fish, no break-offs.  The flies they said to use were no better than ours.  Then we went to the tying 
bench to make better Albie flies.  At first, it was mainly Gary Steinmiller, Jerry, and myself.  Gary came up 
with a fly he called the “Grey Machine.”   It was better, but not the answer.  Next, I tied one that I can only 
describe as a screwed up deceiver.  
     A long story here: We were anchored up at “Albie Ally”  at Watch Hill and when the Albies showed, we 
had no luck until, after many fly changes, I put on the screwed up deceiver.  I caught four in nothing flat; at 
last, a break through.  Jerry and I took his trailer down to Mystic for a week of Albie fishing.  The first day 
we caught nothing, as the Albies were keyed in on Bay Anchovies.  That night Jerry tied what he called 
“The Copper Top.”   The next day we caught many Albies and Bass on this fly.  Roger Plourde came down 
for two days.  He took my fly and put a couple of turns of red chenille behind the head.  He caught over 
twenty Albies on it in one day.  He gave it to me before he left, and I caught nine on it before a blue cut me 
off.   
     Now, the best saved for the last.  Jerry tied one that he calls “The Two Center.”  It is tied on a #6 bare 
hook with a little white craft fur, with a small amount of medium tan craft fur, and eyes.  All of the Albies 
that I have caught in the last two years have been caught on this fly.  There is no one ultimate fly, but the 
only flies in my box are the ones mentioned above.  Size means everything, and color plays a big role too.  
The “Copper Top,”  and “Two Center”  are only about 1 ½ inches long.  If you fish for Albies with the above 
flies, you are almost guaranteed 100% success.  �  
 

     We are now going to the ocean.  All my ocean fishing has 
been done In Jerry Wade’s boat.  He is the best ocean fisherman 
I have ever met.  He has an uncanny sense of where the fish are, 
as many club members can attest to, and is also a very inno-
vative tyer as I will later prove.  I will discount Blues and Bass 
as any of the flies in our boxes will catch breaking Bass and 
Blues.  False Albacore are another story.  All fly fishermen look 
forward to the time of year when they invade our waters.  No-
thing in my experience can compare to the hard hit of an Albie, 
as you watch line and backing go through your guides in a split 
second.  The best way I ever heard to describe them is as a 
football with a high-speed propeller as a tail.   
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My Take On Fly Tying 
By John Baracchi 

 
 
You need a seal fur or the fly won’ t float right.  It’s a nymph pattern, why do I want it to float?  You need African kid goat hair 

for the tail or the fly won’ t swim right.  I’m tying a stonefly, aren’ t the supposed to tumble?  If you use polar bear hair for the wing, 
it’s hollow you see, and your fly will ride better on the water.  I thought the streamers and wet flies rode in the water not on the 
water.  If I only knew then what I know now. 
 I figured out through the years that anything you have in your collection of feathers and furs that even looks close, will 

usually catch fish.  I also figured out that there are two types of flies.  The ones that catch fish, which are usually olive, brown, tan 
or sometimes green, and the ones that catch fishermen, which are tediously tied into beautiful, and ornate flies that are a tribute to 
the tier as an artist.   When you begin your fly tying experience, don’ t worry so much about the material being just right, or using a 
mallard feather when the recipe calls for a Hungarian partridge feather.  I too used to believe that if you varied from the recipe in the 
book that the fly would never catch a fish.  Not true, sometimes you stumble upon a fly that will catch more fish than the original 
pattern does.   You don’ t need Armenian Camel hair or flying squirrel tails and the hair of a dwarf frog to make the fly look like and 
catch fish like the original.  The thing about fly tiers is that in our own way we are artists and can be as original as we want to be.  If 
you don’ t have the specific hook type you can substitute that also, don’ t worry, it will probably work.  I don’ t think the fish care 
what kind of hair, fur, or feather you used to tie your fly and I don’ t think that they go to the book and research the original pattern 
either, so, go ahead all of you beginning fly tiers, have at it, in fact have a ball, throw a hook in your vice and be original.  Be 
innovative, don’ t be afraid to substitute, concentrate more on technique. You never know, you too could be famous someday! �  
 

I remember when I started fly tying how I would refer to my little book that 
I bought for 20 dollars at the fly shop.  I would look up patterns and run 
right down the street and buy the hooks and materials that I needed to tie 
that one particular pattern that I wanted to be perfect.  Before I knew it, I 
had a tool box filled with materials and then one of those storage bins with 
the wheels and the drawers packed with material, a couple of rabbit skins, 
pheasant skins that my hunting friends skinned and dried for me, a turkey, a 
partridge, and mallard all stuck into in a plastic bin with some moth balls.  
The flies that I tied usually caught fish, I thought good thing I could find 
that underarm hair from an Egyptian Orangutan or I would have never been 
able to tie these flies.   

Connecticut Coastal Recreation Needs Survey Description 
The Connecticut DEP plans to distribute a coastal recreation access survey to interested persons.  The purpose of this survey 

is to better understand the public’s coastal recreation needs and to better assess demand for recreational uses along 
Connecticut’s coast including:  bird/wildlife observation, fishing, shellfishing, crabbing, hunting, hiking, and boating (including 
canoeing/kayaking).  The CT-DEP has developed three surveys to target specific interest groups. These surveys are 
differentiated as follows: 1) Saltwater Angling and Waterfowl Hunting, 2) Coastal Boating, 3) Wildlife Observation.  The data 
obtained from these surveys will be used to help identify and prioritize land acquisitions that meet the identified needs, and to 
promote recreational facility improvements along the coast.                                                Please contact the CT-DEP Office of 
Long Island Sound Programs if you would be interested in completing one of the above surveys.  You can call 860-424-3034 to 
request a survey or email Susan Fox at susan.fox@po.state.ct.us to request a survey (please make sure to specify which survey 
you are interested in completing).  We hope to distribute the surveys by Feb 20th.  In addition to receiving the survey, we will 
also mail you a copy of the CT-Coastal Access Guide. Please make sure to mail your survey to the CT-DEP Office of Long 
Island Sound Programs by March 26th.  We appreciate your help!   
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“ THE FISH CONNECTION”  
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle 

Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Asscessories 
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Service 

127 Route 12 
Preston, CT 06365 

(860) 885-1739 

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER 

               MILL RIVER FLY SHOP 
       3714 Whitney Avenue 

           Hamden, Connecticut 06518 
 
    
 

GABRIEL MACARE                (203) 248-7850 
 
Monday thru Wednesday &  Fr iday – 10:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Thursday – 10:00 am – 7:00 pm ····  Saturday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Sunday – 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 

Everything for theFly Fisherman 
and Fly Tyer 

�

Quality 
Spor ting Goods 

ORVIS 

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 
& Sporting Shotguns 

Char les A. Connell, Jr . 
431 Fitch Road 

Bozrah, CT 06334 
860-889-4901 

� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� � ����

�

TRI-MAR PRINTERS
Bruce and Rosemary  

Marino 
 

(860) 528-9256 or (860) 528-3045 
Fax: (860) 282-9040 

Email: trimarprinters@aol.com 
 
 

524 SULLIVAN AVENUE 
SOUTH WINDSOR, CT 06074 

BUS. HOURS 
MON. THRU FRI. 
7AM – 4:30PM 

Hartford Club Spor t Center  
“ Fishing and Outdoor Specialists Since 1979”  

554 Wethersfield Avenue – Har tford, CT 06114 

Gary L. Brummett 
(860) 296-0110 
Mobile: (860) 539-3067 

Outdoor  Enterpr ises, LLC 
www. ct-outfitters.com 

EST 1959 

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66 
Middlefield, CT 06455 
203-347-4353 
1-888-400-4868 FULL LINE DEALER 

WWW. CUBETA’S.COM 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
·  Largest Outfitter in CT 
·  Over 2500 Sporting &                   
  Collectible Firearms 

PRICE-SERVICE-SELECTION 

 

John Marona 

100 Main St., Collinsville, CT 06019   860-693-2214 

Hours: Mon Tue Wed Fr i 10am-6pm ····  Thur  10am –9pm ····  Sat 9am-5pm  
WWW.QUIETSPORTS.COM 

 

 
Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent products and services and they do need 
your support. Mention that you are with CFFA. They do appreciate the feedback and 
patronage from club members. Plus, they are an excellent source for information on gear, 
tackle, fishing tips, and current conditions.  
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Redington Endorsed 
Fly-Fishing Guide and Instructor 

Swift �  Westfield �  Deerfield �  Farmington Rivers 

Private/Group Lessons
Gift Certificates 

(413) 583-5141 

Web: marlablair.com 

Email:  
marlablair@yahoo.com 
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ABOUT CFFA: The Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s Association, Inc. is organized 
“ To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and To 
Conserve Game Fish Waters.”  CFFA membership meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month, September through May. Meetings are held at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge Drive, East Hartford, CT.  
“ Lines and Leaders”  is the official publication of the Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s 
Association, Inc. and is distribted to its membership and allies of conservation. 
Business card ads may be placed at a cost of $5 per add or $40 for nine months. 
CFFA members may place for-sale or want ads of a non-commercial nature 
without charge. Newsletter correspondence should be sent to David  Casali, 259 
Longhill Drive, Glastonbury, CT, 06033. Change of address notice should be sent 
to CFFA, P.O. Box 380268, East Hartford, CT 06138-0268 
COPY DEADLINE: The second Friday of the month. 

VEST OF THE PRESIDENT  
–  (Continued from page 1) 
 
new members.  Many showed interest in our fly 
fishing classes, we hope to have another large 
class freshwater class to tutor.  And we’ ll be 
inaugurating our first ever saltwater fly fishing 
class this year.  Gary Steinmiller and Ted 
Rzepski will be looking for volunteers soon to 
help with the casting and fishing sessions.  We 
like to provide as close to a one-on-one student 
to instructor ratio as possible.  See Gary and Ted 
if you want to help. 
     Coming up, we’ ll need a few volunteers for 
our booth at the Housatonic Fly Fishers 
Association Expo on Saturday, March 13th.  See 
me if you’ re interested.  And, on Wednesday 
March 11, come out and hear Bill Hyatt of the 
Connecticut Department of Environmental 
Protection tell us what is going on with fishing 
and fisheries in Connecticut.  You can also turn 
in your sold raffle tickets and get some more to 
sell!  Looking forward to seeing you there… 
 

� � � �
�

 

Cedar  House 
Custom Picture Framing 

·  Shadow Boxes ·  Custom Mirrors 

By Appointment:  

(860) 747-3324 

Roger Plourde 
146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372) 

Rear Building 
Plainville, CT 06062 

 

KAYAK FOR SALE 
 
 

12 ft Perception Antigua - 2 seasons old,  
Excellent fishing craft-very stable. Also has 
paddle keeper and splash cover. Handles 
well in fresh or salt. Weight 53lbs Paddle 
not included. Asking $400.00 Call Dick at 
(860) 632-0356 after 7:00pm. 
 



 C F F A    B O A R D    OF    D I  R E C T O R S 
  HOME WORK 
PRESIDENT Ray Riley 721-0547  

ENVIRONMENT  VP Jack Smola  763-1856 

PROMOTIONS VP John Baracchi 895-1181  

ACTIVITIES VP Tim LaGosh 613-2103  

RECORDING SECRETARY Ted Rzepski 561-3475 243-9761 

LEGAL SECRETARY Mark Barbieri 623-8187  

TREASURER  Keith Petry 649-0470  

ADVISORY BOARD Larry Johnson 246-0728  

ADVISORY BOARD Gary Bogli 649-4227  

ADVISORY BOARD Charles Place 623-9912 565-7841 

ADVISORY BOARD Ken Parkany 871-1123 557-2359 

CONSERVATION CHRMN Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2500 

INDOOR FACIL.  CHRMN. Steve Sawczuk 747-5852  

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN Vin Ringrose 828-4642  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN Arnold Cosgrove 295-0622  

NEWSLETTER EDITORS Dave & Mark Casali 633-7902  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN Roger Plourde 747-4297 747-3324 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN Ed Fidrych 342-1173 566-8241 

WEBMASTER Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

SMOLA’S 
  BLUE RIBBON GUIDE SERVICES 

TROUT GUARANTEED 
DEERFIELD ····  FARMINGTON ····  WESTFIELD ····  SWIFT 

BLACK & HOUSATONIC RIVERS 

860-763-1856 
JACK SMOLA 

483 HAZARD AVE, ENFIELD, CT 06082 
WWW.jacksmola.com 

E-mail: info@jacksmola.com 
 

FEATURING: SAGE, G.LOOMIS, T&T, ST. 
CROIX, SA MASTERY DEALER, REDDINGTON, 
TIBOR, REGAL RENZETTI, SIMMS, ROSS, 
HODGMAN, BAUER, AIR FLO, WULFF, 
WATERWORKS,  PATAGONIA, EX OFFICIO, 
COLUMBIA, & MORE! 

Fly Rod Rentals ·  Tying Materials ·  Tying Classes ·  Fly Fishing 
Schools ·  Local Information ·  FFF Certified Instruction 

75 Main St. ····  Old Saybrook, CT ····  (860) 388-6585 

OPEN 
DAILY: 
M-F 10-8 
SAT 9-6 

SUN 12-5 
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P.O. Box 380268 
East Har tford, CT 06138-0268 

Vist the CFFA website at “ www.ctflyfish.org”  
Use the message board to share your fishing experiences, get the latest 

reports, write stories and meet a friend! 
 

JACK’S 2004 GUIDE SPECIAL – Offer for the first 
15 trips. PAY FOR 1 DAY, GET THE 2ND DAY FREE ! 
  


