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   Come and join all your fellow members of the CFFA 
for a program about a destination close to home.  
MAINE! John and Nathan Wight are 3rd and 4th 
generation master guides and their program will include 
fly-fishing the Allagash and Rapid Rivers and also fly-
fishing western Maine by foot, canoe, and driftboat. 
Affiliated with BEAR RIVER FLY FISHING & 
MAINE CANOE TRIPS, John and Nathan will have a 
slide show, and will allow plenty of time for discussion 
and questions.  They will have a display of the flies they 
use in their area and will be happy to talk to anyone who 
is looking to explore their part of Maine and northern 
New Hampshire.  
 

  

PPLL AACCEE::  Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, 100 
Sunset Ridge, East Hartford, CT 

DDAATTEE::  Wednesday, March 9th, 2005  

TTII MM EE::  Fly Tying, Tackle Swap, Raffle: 
7:00 - 7:30 PM 
Program: 8:00 – 9:00 PM 

                    

 
 
 
 
 
     

     It is my honor and privilege to serve the CFFA 
as your new president. First of all I would like to 
thank the members of the board that recently left 
their positions. Ray Riley president and Keith Petry 
treasurer. Thank you for your years of service to the 
association. 
     Welcome the new members of the board and 
members that are filling new positions, Lou 
Fabrizio treasurer, Sam Dupuis promotions vice 
president and Mary Edwards publicity chairman. I 
know you will all work hard to better the CFFA and 
I am looking forward to working with all of you.  
     For those of you that didn©t attend the Expo and 
the Banquet, they were a huge success this year 
thanks to the efforts of people like Roger Plourde 
and Ray Riley but, they couldn©t have done it 
without the help of the many members that showed 
up at 7:30 in the morning to help setup and unload 
the exhibitor’s vehicles. To all of the members that 
chipped in and unselfishly gave of their time to 
setup the expo and raffle and banquet I can©t say 
thank you enough. 
     I hope that in the future members like you and 
others come forward to pitch in and help when it is 
needed. I would like to see everyone get involved 
in one aspect or another. Come to the meetings and 
let us know if you have any concerns or ideas.  
     For those of you that I have not met, please feel 
free to come by at the meetings and say hello and 
introduce yourself, I am looking forward to meeting 
as many of you that I can. 
     We will work hard together to boost the 
membership numbers and improve our association. 
I am open to any and all suggestions to help make 
this your association as well as mine. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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March 2005 LINES AND LEADERS, PAGE 2 
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Redington Endorsed 
Fly-Fishing Guide and Instructor 

Swift �  Westfield �  Deerfield �  Farmington Rivers 

Private/Group Lessons
Gift Certificates 

(413) 583-5141 

Web: marlablair.com 

Email:  
marlablair@yahoo.com 
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Housatonic Fly Fishermen’s 
 Association Expo 

MARCH 19, 2005      TIME 10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 
ADMISSION IS $5.00 

(CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE) 
HAWTHORNE INN 

BERLIN TURNPIKE  BERLIN, CT. 
 

SSLL II DDEE  SSHHOOWWSS  
North Coast Charters / Bob Turley on  “Fall Saltwater Flyfishing”  
10:30 am Deryn LaCombe on “Fly Fishing for Maine Brook Trout 
and Land Locked Salmon” 11:45 am English Angling Trappings 
“Fishing the Housatonic”  at 1:00 pm, Bob Lindquist of “Proven 

Designs for the Brine”  at 2:30 PM. 
 

TTYYII NNGG  CCLL AASSSS  
FREE BEGINNING TYING LESSONS 

Trout Flies with Bill Goeben  
Salt Water Flies with Paul Dinice 

 
FFEEAATTUURREEDD  TTYYEERRSS  &&   SSPPEEAAKK EERRSS  

Bob Lindquist  (as seen in Saltwater Fly Fishing Magazine & 
other publications) 

 

VVEENNDDOORRSS  
HOUSATONIC RIVER OUTFITTERS/NORTH COVE 
OUTFITTERS / WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE SPORTING 
ARTHOUSATONIC VALLEY RODS / NORTH COAST 
CHARTERSWHITE GHOST GUIDE SERVICE / BLUE 

RIBBON GUIDE SERVICE/ENGLISH ANGLING TRAPPINGS 
/ YELLODREAKE FLY FISHING 

 

CCLL UUBBSS  
CT FLY FISHERMAN’S ASSOCIATION/FARMINGTON 
RIVER ANGLERS/CT/RI FLY FISHERS/HOUSATONIC 
RIVER COALITION  

For  Expo information call Paul Duberek at 203 634-
1974 or  Paul Dinice at 203 734-7879 

� � � � � � � �� 	 �
 	 ��	 � �� � �
 �� � �
For  information and reservations call Deryn LaCombe 

860 572-0407 
 

HOW TO CATCH MORE TROUT  
FLY-FISHING CLINICS ON THE RIVER 

JACK SMOLA 
Will be hosting a Full Day “How To” clinics in the 
Spring of 2005 – Classes limited to 10 people 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please call Jack evenings @ 860-763-1856 for Sign-ups as 
well as Meeting Locations, Equipment Requirements & Pricing 

– Abilility Levels. 

April 10th 
Westfield River, MA. “How to Select & Fish Streamers” 
 

May 15th 
Farmingon River, CT  “How to Select & Fish Dry Flies” 
 

June 12th 
Farmingon River, CT  “How to Select & Fish Midges              
       and Terrestrials”        
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Felony Fly Fishing 
By Ted Rzepski 

 
 
 
 
 

      
 

     I have lived most of my life in cities. As a result I have a heightened awareness of people who might be dangerous. Once, when I 
was fishing a jetty when my danger alarm went to “code red” . My instincts proved correct.  Let me start from the beginning. 
My wife, two small children and me had just moved to a New England state. She was in an internship. I had a miserable job-little 
money and bad hours. I could only go fishing at odd times. A month before I had purchased my first saltwater fly rod. I had seven 
store bought flies. One summer evening, I was able to visit a jetty a friend told me about. He cautioned it was in a “sketchy 
neighborhood” . I arrived about two hours before sunset. There was a Mercedes Benz in the parking lot. When I got onto the jetty a 
fellow was fly-casting. Always hopeful that someone would give me advice, I approached him. He was on the jetty point. He looked 
at me, then at my rod and gave me a look of contempt as if I was holding dog feces. Undeterred, I tried to chat him up. He looked at 
me and said, “Do you mind”? Now if we were allowed to murder one person per year, I would have used up my allotment on the spot. 
I moved to the midpoint of the jetty to be away from him. 
     About a half hour later I heard the unmistakable roar of motorcycles. The parking lot was out of view from the jetty. In a few 
minutes, two bearded fellows, dressed in outlaw biker gear, carrying a plastic Spackle bucket and spinning rods, climbed onto the 
jetty. They wore dungaree jackets with the sleeves cut off. Patches with their clubs logo were sewed on the back of their jackets. One 
guy was about my size but weighed about three hundred pounds. The other fellow was a giant. Their arms were covered with crude 
tattoos, which suggested time in prisons. The relatively smaller one said to me, “Hey asshole, nice Benz” . Of course his intention was 
to intimidate me and of course he succeeded. I responded, “Mine’s the Impala” . The bikers looked at each other. The taller one said, 
“Ya know your frame is cracked”? Then the three of us started talking about my car, a 1970 Chevy. I bought it the week before for 
three hundred dollars. They agreed I had paid too much and should get a refund of a hundred bucks. They had patches on their jackets 
that said “Sturgis” . I had recently read that all serious bikers make a pilgrimage to a motorcycle festival in Sturgis, North Dakota. 
They both talked effusively about their experiences. The tone of conversation became noticeably friendlier. Then we talked about 
fishing. I shared that I caught nothing. They wished me good luck. As they passed me, I almost threw up. The big guy must have had 
an allergy to soap, hot water, deodorant and possibly toilet paper. He smelled like low tide- actually more like a sewage treatment 
pond. 
     They walked to the end of the jetty where the snob fly fisher had been casting with his back to us - not aware of the two new 
comers. The bikers walked right up to him. The snob turned and was horrified to see (smell?) these two nightmares. Before long the 
bigger one pushed the snob off a flat rock. The snob ended up on his backside. The smaller biker pulled back his foot as if he was 
going to kick the snob. The Mercedes owner scrambled away from them. True to form the he said nothing to me as he retreated past 
me to get off the jetty. 
     The bikers knew what they were doing. Using small metal lures they caught small Blues and Stripers. They waved to me to join 
them. They got hysterical when I hooked myself with a bad cast. After thirty minutes they gave me advice. I managed to catch two 
small Bluefish on a white Deceiver. As the sun began to set between the factories across the channel, the smaller one said, “Time for a 
taste” . He reached into the bucket and pulled out a wine bottle. I do not want to give away free advertising by telling you the brand but 
it’s initials were M.D. They both took long drinks. The big one handed me the bottle. The scars on his face made me realize that I did 
not have a choice. I silently prayed the alcohol content was high enough to neutralize bacteria and viruses. I took a small sip and 
coughed it out. They laughed and revealed it was three quarters Tequila. Then the big one pulled out a brown plastic prescription 
bottle. He spilled a few pills into his mouth and washed it down with a gulp of the tequila/wine cocktail. The smaller one did likewise 
and passed me the pill bottle. Painkillers. I declined the pills. The smaller one said, “ It’s ok. They’re legal. Tulips got a bad back” . 
Hmmm, the big one’s name was “Tulip”? 
     As the evening darkened we walked off the jetty together. My car wouldn’ t start. “Battery” , said Tulip. “  Stay here” , he said. He 
roared off. The smaller one reached into his bike’s saddlebag and pulled out two cans of hot beer. I accepted one. I attempted small 
talk, “how come you call your buddy “Tulip”? Is it because he’s so big?” ”  No”  the smaller one responded, “Because he don’ t smell 
like a rose” . 

(Continued on page 5) 
 

Disclaimer from the author: For reasons that will 
become obvious, I cannot reveal information that might 
incriminate me or lead to retribution from the 
perpetrators of the crime in which I may have 
unwittingly participated. 
 

Disclaimer from the Editors: The opinions and expletive verbage used in the following article are 
solely those of the author, one Theodore Rzepski, are not representative of the newsletter editors 
or any of its members of the Connecticut Fly Fishermens’s Association.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cedar  House 
Custom Picture Framing 

·  Shadow Boxes ·  Custom Mirrors 

By Appointment:  

(860) 747-3324 

Roger Plourde 
146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372) 

Rear Building 
Plainville, CT 06062 

 ON THE RIVER 
Fly Fishing Instruction with Charlie Place 

 

Learn where trout hide, what their habits are, and how to catch 
them using nymphs, streamers, and dry flies.  

 

Send for  a free electronic brochure to learn more about this 
unique fly fishing teaching service.  Send to:  

onther iver@snet.net 

Over  25 years fly fishing exper ience 
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(FELONY FISHING – Continued) 
I was getting nervous. The smaller one seemed in a meditative mood, or was stoned, and silently watched the sky turn Salmon pink. It 
got dark. The smaller one seemed in a trance. Eventually a pickup truck arrived, Tulip had changed vehicles. He handed a battery to 
me. The smaller one had come to life and had opened up the hood of my car and removed the dead battery. He walked to the water’s 
edge and was about to toss in the battery.  I put down the battery I was holding and talked the smaller one into giving the old battery 
to me so I could dispose of it properly. The big one had put in the new battery. I said, “ I only have ten bucks” , which I tried to hand to 
him. “Naw, it was free” . 
     As I said goodbye, the smaller one said, “hope we fish together again”  and hoisted his can. The big one belched in agreement. 
They honored me by calling me “ little brother” . 
     On the way home I pondered the origin of the battery. Did Tulip ride to his house where he happened to have a battery lying 
around? Or was there a car in some parking lot missing part of its electrical system? Since this is a fishing story I will tell you what 
they taught me. The fish were within ten feet of the jetty. The trick was to cast up current close to the jetty. Then let the lure or fly 
settle deeper and hold it in the current. Casting at a right angle to the jetty into the channel was futile. I never went fishing there again. 

           The Not So Good Olden Days 
     By Ernest Boutiette 

 
 

 
 

        Lines were designated by a letter system such as HBH, HCH, HDH etc..  All lines were made of silk.  Cortland Line 
Company now advertises that it makes 400 types of line, so there is no problem choosing a  
line anymore.  The old silk lines were heavier than water and wanted to sink.   
     Dressing to float the lines was available but it was not very effective, so I found that vaseline worked best.  Finish on the 
line cracked easily and then you had a wet fly line as it absorbed water.  When dry fly fishing I would frequently have to go to 
shore to dry and revaseline the line.  It was overall a lousy line.  When you got home the first thing you had to do was dry the 
line so it would not rot.   
     Reels in the olden days were good.  All had click drags.  The reel that I used was a Weber that cost $3.00.  Although I now 
own a top of the line reel my old Weber basically did the same thing; it held line.  The old leaders were all gut—a terrible 
material for a leader.  There were two makes, the cheap one might have flat spots in it, while the best one, called a die drawn 
leader, was perfectly round.  These leaders were brittle and had to be kept wet at all times.  The fisherman had a round plastic 
box with water soaked felt pads in it to keep the leaders moist.  There were no X size designations for leaders in those days.   
     Flies in the olden days weren’ t bad.  A number 18 fly was about the smallest fly you could buy.  Dry fly solution was hardly 
effective.  When you dressed your fly and cast it, an oil ring would appear around it in the water.  It took two or three casts just 
to get a clean fly and by that time the fish was long gone.  I came up with my own formula to beat the oil ring.  I took one pint 
carbon tec and mixed it with two ounces of bees wax.  The flies were mostly the same flies used in upper New York today.  The 
only difference was that there was never once a mention of a caddis fly.  The caddis would later become one of my best flies.   
     Nylon lines that floated came out in the late forties as did nylon leaders and glass rods.  The glass rods, at the time, were the 
greatest thing that ever happened to us fishermen.  Graphite rods came later and those even outperformed the glass rods.  People 
ask me how I could have fished under these conditions, but I was fishing just like everyone else.  That was how it was even if 
you were the best fly fisherman in the world.  I could write you a book on this era, but space don’ t allow it.  I got hooked on fly 
fishing and evolved with the sport.   Ernie Boutiette 
 
�

     I started fly fishing in 1946 and have been asked what it was like in that era.  Not very good compared to 
today.  Maybe a half a dozen major rod companies existed and all of them made bamboo rods.  Rods ranged 
from $10 to a top of the line $50 model.  There was no writing on the rods to tell you what weight line to use, 
that was all up to you to figure out.   
 

EDITORS NOTE: Ernie, if you want to write a book  on this era, we’ ll 
gladly give you the space. We love your articles, keep em comin!!  
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ABOUT CFFA: The Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s Association, Inc. is organized 
“ To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and To 
Conserve Game Fish Waters.”  CFFA membership meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month, September through May. Meetings are held at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge Drive, East Hartford, CT.  
“ Lines and Leaders”  is the official publication of the Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s 
Association, Inc. and is distribted to its membership and allies of conservation. 
Business card ads may be placed at a cost of $5 per add or $40 for nine months. 
CFFA members may place for-sale or want ads of a non-commercial nature 
without charge. Newsletter correspondence should be sent to David  Casali, 259 
Longhill Drive, Glastonbury, CT, 06033. Change of address notice should be sent 
to CFFA, P.O. Box 380268, East Hartford, CT 06138-0268 
COPY DEADLINE: The second Friday of the month. 
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(Vest of the President – Continued from page 1) 
 
     Thanks to the vendors, merchants and members that 
donated prizes for our banquet raffle it was much appreciated. 
Also thanks to the exhibitors and fly tyers that participated in 
our expo.A lot of hard work goes into the setting up of the 
expo and banquet and we look forward to it for months and it©s 
over in a blink of an eye. I©m sure everyone that attended had a 
good time as did I. 
      In closing I would ask anyone that would like to tie flies 
before our meetings to please let us know. We don©t care what 
you tie and how many years you have been tying. Bring your 
vice and your tools and tie your favorite pattern for an hour or 
so.  
      Once again I thank you all for the opportunity to serve as 
president, I will do my job to the best of my ability. See you at 
the meeting.  

Tight Lines,                                                     � ����

Trout Fishing  
by Mrs. Eunice B Lamberton  

 
Give me a rod of the split bamboo,  

a rainy day and a fly or two,  
a mountain stream where the eddies play,  
and mists hang low o©er the winding way,  

 

Give me a haunt by the furling brook,  
A hidden spot in a mossy nook,  

No sound save hum of the drowsy bee,  
or lone bird©s tap on the hollow tree.  

 

The world may roll with it©s busy throng,  
And phantom scenes on it©s way along,  

It©s stocks may rise, or it©s stocks may fall,  
Ah! What care I for it©s baubles all?  

 

I cast my fly o©er the troubled rill,  
Luring the beauties by magic skill,  

With mind at rest and a heart at ease,  
And drink delight at the balmy breeze.  

 

A lusty trout to my glad surprise,  
Speckled and bright on the crest arise,  

Then splash and plunge in a dazzling whirl,  
Hope springs anew as the wavelets curl.  

 

Gracefully swinging from left to right,  
Action so gentle- motion so slight,.  
Tempting, enticing, on craft intent,  
Till yielding tip by the game is bent  

 

Drawing in slowly, then letting go  
Under the ripples where mosses grow  
Doubting my fortune, lost in a dream,  
Blessing the land of forest and stream.  

 
Rochester, N.Y.  

December fifteenth, 1873  
 

These lines were written on the spur of the moment at the famous pool midway 
between Martin©s and Bartlett©s on the Saranac River- Adirondacks- As Mr. 

Lamberton "with split bamboo and a fly or two" whipped the water. 
-A. B. Lamberton 
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SMOLA’S 
  BLUE RIBBON GUIDE SERVICES 

TROUT GUARANTEED 
DEERFIELD ····  FARMINGTON ····  WESTFIELD ····  SWIFT 

BLACK & HOUSATONIC RIVERS 

860-763-1856 
JACK SMOLA 

483 HAZARD AVE, ENFIELD, CT 06082 
WWW.jacksmola.com 

E-mail: info@jacksmola.com 

“ THE FISH CONNECTION”  
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle 

Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Asscessories 
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Service 

127 Route 12 
Preston, CT 06365 

(860) 885-1739 

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER 

�

Quality 
Spor ting Goods 

ORVIS 

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 
& Sporting Shotguns 

Char les A. Connell, Jr . 
431 Fitch Road 

Bozrah, CT 06334 
860-889-4901 
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TRI-MAR PRINTERS
Bruce and Rosemary  

Marino 
 

(860) 528-9256 or (860) 528-3045 
Fax: (860) 282-9040 

Email: trimarprinters@aol.com 
 
 

524 SULLIVAN AVENUE 
SOUTH WINDSOR, CT 06074 

BUS. HOURS 
MON. THRU FRI. 
7AM – 4:30PM 

Hartford Club Spor t Center  
“ Fishing and Outdoor Specialists Since 1979”  

554 Wethersfield Avenue – Har tford, CT 06114 

Gary L. Brummett 
(860) 296-0110 
Mobile: (860) 539-3067 

Outdoor  Enterpr ises, LLC 
www. ct-outfitters.com 

EST 1959 

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66 
Middlefield, CT 06455 
203-347-4353 
1-888-400-4868 FULL LINE DEALER 

WWW. CUBETA’S.COM 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
·  Largest Outfitter in CT 
·  Over 2500 Sporting &                   
  Collectible Firearms 

PRICE-SERVICE-SELECTION 

 

John Marona 

100 Main St., Collinsville, CT 06019   860-693-2214 

Hours: Mon Tue Wed Fr i 10am-6pm ····  Thur  10am –9pm ····  Sat 9am-5pm  
WWW.QUIETSPORTS.COM 

 

 
Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent products and services and they do need 
your support. Mention that you are with CFFA. They do appreciate the feedback and 
patronage from club members. Plus, they are an excellent source for information on gear, 
tackle, fishing tips, and current conditions.  



 C F F A    B O A R D    OF    D I  R E C T O R S 
  HOME WORK 
PRESIDENT John Baracchi 895-1181  

ENVIRONMENT  VP Stan Calabrese 569-2923  

PROMOTIONS VP Sam Dupuis   

ACTIVITIES VP Tim LaGosh 613-2103  

RECORDING SECRETARY Dick Heffernon   

LEGAL SECRETARY Mark Barbieri 623-8187  

TREASURER  Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

BANQUET CHAIRMAN Ray Riley   

ADVISORY BOARD Larry Johnson 246-0728  

ADVISORY BOARD Gary Bogli 649-4227  

ADVISORY BOARD Charles Place 623-9912 565-7841 

ADVISORY BOARD Ken Parkany 871-1123 557-2359 

ADVISORY BOARD Ray Riley   

CONSERVATION CHRMN Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2500 

INDOOR FACIL.  CHRMN. Steve Sawczuk 747-5852  

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN Vin Ringrose 828-4642  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN Arnold Cosgrove 295-0622  

NEWSLETTER EDITORS Dave & Mark Casali 633-7902  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN Roger Plourde 747-4297 747-3324 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN Mary Edwards   

WEBMASTER Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

FEATURING: SAGE, G.LOOMIS, T&T, ST. 
CROIX, SA MASTERY DEALER, REDDINGTON, 
TIBOR, REGAL RENZETTI, SIMMS, ROSS, 
HODGMAN, BAUER, AIR FLO, WULFF, 
WATERWORKS,  PATAGONIA, EX OFFICIO, 
COLUMBIA, & MORE! 

Fly Rod Rentals ·  Tying Materials ·  Tying Classes ·  Fly Fishing 
Schools ·  Local Information ·  FFF Certified Instruction 

75 Main St. ····  Old Saybrook, CT ····  (860) 388-6585 

OPEN 
DAILY: 
M-F 10-8 
SAT 9-6 

SUN 12-5 
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P.O. Box 380268 
East Har tford, CT 06138-0268 

Vist the CFFA website at “ www.ctflyfish.org”  
Use the message board to share your fishing experiences, get the latest 

reports, write stories and meet a friend! 
 

SMOLA’S 
  BLUE RIBBON GUIDE SERVICES 

TROUT GUARANTEED 

 
 

860-763-1856 
 

A Winston Rod Co. Endorsed 
Pro Staff Guide – Lic #2342 

JACK SMOLA 
483 HAZARD AVE 
ENFIELD, CT 06082 

http://www.jacksmola.com 
Email: info@jacksmola.com 

····  FARMINGTON ····  HOUSATONIC ····  WILLIMANTIC RIVERS, CT. 
DEERFIELD ····  WESTFIELD ····  SWIFT, MA 

BLACK ····   WHITE RIVERS, VT 


