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Jack Smola 
“ New Zealand’s South Island”  

 
 

         
 
     Join Jack and all the members of the CT Fly-Fishing 
Association this month for a slide presentation on New 
Zealand’s South Island. You will learn about when to 
travel to New Zealand, where and how to get around 
the island, how to fish and which flies to use to catch 4 
to 10 pound Browns and Rainbows.  
  
PPLL AACCEE::  Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, 100 

Sunset Ridge, East Hartford, CT 

DDAATTEE::  Wednesday, November 10th, 2004  

TTII MM EE::  Fly Tying, Tackle Swap, Raffle: 
7:00 - 7:30 PM 
Program: 8:00 – 9:00 PM 

                    

What’s Inside This Issue: 
 
 �  When I Look into His Eyes I Feel Hungry – Greg Horwitz 

– page 4 
�  From Russia with Love – John Springer  –  Page 5, 6 
 

�  A Promising Student – Page 6 
 

�  Program – Jack Smola – Page 1 
�  CFFA News – Page 2 
�  Upcoming Shows and Events   -  Page 2 
�  CFFA Classes and Events   -  Page 3 
 

LL II NNEESS  &&   LL EEAA DDEERRSS  
The Newsletter of the Connecticut Fly Fishermen’s 

Association 
 

Organized “ To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions 
of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game-Fish Waters.”  Volume 32   No. 3 November 2004 

   New Zealand, other wise known as "Aotearoa" 
("land of the long white cloud") has recently been 
voted in a worldwide poll on the Internet as the 
most beautiful and safe country in the world.  
Inhabited by a peaceful, friendly people affection-
ately known as "Kiwi©s, New Zealand captures the 
essence of all other places in the world.  
     New Zealand has a reputation as a leading 
producer of meat and dairy produce with lamb, 
beef and pork on most menus. Venison is also 
widely available.  
     Locally produced vegetables, such as kumara 
(a natural sweet potato), are good. There is also a 
wide range of fish available including snapper, 
grouper and John Dory. Seasonal delicacies such 
as whitebait, oysters, crayfish, scallops and game 
birds are recommended.  
     Visitors are most likely to arrive in New 
Zealand at Auckland, the country©s largest urban 
area with a population of just over 1 million.  
     New Zealand has an active and varied 
entertainment industry. Theatres offer good 
entertainment ranging from drama, comedy and 
musicals to pop concerts and shows. In large 
cities there are often professional performers or 
guest artists from overseas.  
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Redington Endorsed 
Fly-Fishing Guide and Instructor 

Swift �  Westfield �  Deerfield �  Farmington Rivers 

Private/Group Lessons
Gift Certificates 

(413) 583-5141 

Web: marlablair.com 

Email:  
marlablair@yahoo.com 

ABOUT CFFA: The Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s Association, Inc. is 
organized “ To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly 
Fishing and To Conserve Game Fish Waters.”  CFFA membership meetings 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month, September through May. 
Meetings are held at the Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge Drive, 
East Hartford, CT.  
“ Lines and Leaders”  is the official publication of the Connecticut Fly 
Fisherman’s Association, Inc. and is distribted to its membership and allies of 
conservation. Business card ads may be placed at a cost of $5 per add or $40 
for nine months. CFFA members may place for-sale or want ads of a non-
commercial nature without charge. Newsletter correspondence should be sent 
to David  Casali, 259 Longhill Drive, Glastonbury, CT, 06033. Change of 
address notice should be sent to CFFA, P.O. Box 380268, East Hartford, CT 
06138-0268 
COPY DEADLINE: The second Friday of the month. 

 

Cedar  House 
Custom Picture Framing 

·  Shadow Boxes ·  Custom Mirrors 

By Appointment:  

(860) 747-3324 

Roger Plourde 
146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372) 

Rear Building 
Plainville, CT 06062 

 ON THE RIVER 
Fly Fishing Instruction with Charlie Place 

 

Learn where trout hide, what their habits are, and how to catch 
them using nymphs, streamers, and dry flies.  

 

Send for  a free electronic brochure to learn more about this 
unique fly fishing teaching service.  Send to:  

onther iver@snet.net 

Over  25 years fly fishing exper ience 

CONNECTICUT RIVER SALMON 
ASSOCIATION 

 
29TH ANNUAL DINNER AND 

RAFFLE/AUCTION 
Saturday, January 29, 2005 

 

The Hawthorne Inn   2421 Wilbur  Cross Highway,  
Ber lin, CT 

Tickets $ 35.00 per  person 
 

 Diversified Silent Auction ·  Select Bucket Raffle ·  Live Auction ·  
Door Prizes 

Special Grand Pr ize 
 

Raffle and Auction items include fresh and saltwater tackle and 
equipment, limited edition and original art work, guided  trips and other 
items which provide excitement and enjoyment throughout an evening 

of good fellowship.  
 

For Reservations Call: Ed Ruestow at (860) 521-1426  
or Jim Carroll at (860) 231-5181 
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When I  look into his eyes I  feel hungry 
By Gregory Horwitz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     It’s not his fault.  He’s only thirteen and has more deadlines than I ever did. School is all business now. 
The idea of slowing down and enjoying the simple things is seen as absurd. I think he’s on to them. He keeps 
up with them, but at the same time he paces himself too. 
 
     I really like getting older; it’s a gift from my mother. I want to give my son the same gift. I want him to 
know what “Good” is, and to enjoy it. I want him to stand in a river and feel what I feel. I want him to have 
to lean forward so the water doesn’ t push him over. But that’s not his journey - it’s mine. He seems content 
just to try for hours to make a fire, whittle a stick, and to try to teach a foolish daddy how to whistle by 
blowing through his thumbs. He’s his own man already and I hate letting go. 
 
     I struggle with the tension of being with my family - whom I love above all God’s beautiful creation - and 
being alone.  I want to fish and be home at the same time. I am actually at home on those waters.  Maybe that 
was why Frank Lloyd Wright built a house over a waterfall.  Imagine the possibilities! 
 
     Maybe, what he really needs is for me to get out there and fish. Maybe he needs me to go to that pristine 
Ganges, that Holy current. Maybe he needs me to trust that he can listen to his own heart and be still. He’s 
actually much wiser than I ever was.  One day, maybe I’ ll be like him. I need to slow down, to whittle, and to 
practice whistling through my cupped hands. Maybe through living my life with solid intention, I’ ll teach 
him and maybe I’ ll learn something too. 
 

     I love to read about how one remembers life with his uncle or dad. 
People know this experience, and one way or another relate to it.  It’s 
an old song - this desire to continue life through another. So it is with 
my son and me. 
     When I look into his eyes I feel hungry; I ache to build his 
memories.   Actually, it’s mine that I want to fulfill.  I see a day where I 
won’ t be able to do things with him. My son will be “out”  dating, 
working, living his own life, and soon – too soon, not in mine.  
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From Russia with Love 
By John Springer, July 2004 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      When using this type of rod the sink tip that is used is about twenty five feet long and gets down to fish very well.  For my casting 
ability  I used one of Orvis’s Wonder Lines for the first time and an Air Flo fast sink tip for Saltwater.  Our first day of fishing was on 
the Kola River very close to Murmansk, which is very large water.  Many people had heard fishing was good and so there were about 
twenty five people fishing this area. It is located in a very run down area but the contours of the river make this area hold fish.  
Russian fishermen keep most of what they catch and eat it. As I have said before when I talk about this in the book “Reeling in 
Russia”  a question was asked of a fishing inspector.  The writer asked if Russian fishermen ever put fish back in the river, he 
answered “catch and release fishing is for the man with a full stomach” .  I remember that line well. 
 
      We caught nothing the first day, but while walking down river to fish I heard a very loud, “Hello John!”  I looked over to my right 
and there was another fishermen waving to me. When that happens in my home waters it’s not a big deal, there are even places I go in 
Montana that local people know me and do it.  But when I am five thousand miles from home inside the Artic circle in an area three 
hundred miles from where I have been fishing before it was an exciting moment.  My friend Sergey knows many fishermen and had 
introduced me to Andrey on my previous visits and he remembered me.  Later I learned  that Andrey is quite the entrepreneur, he now 
sells his own line of rods and reels he has made in Korea. On my next trip I will speak to him about capitalism and see what he has to 
say.  We left the Kola River and drove south to the Kivest River.  
 
      On my previous trips we stayed at a Russian fishing camp that was great with good food and a bania for bathing. Sergey said that 
the price was too high and so we would do something different.  What he meant was we would do some Russian style camping.  We 
drove down a gravel dirt road and he took a right off the road in the middle of no place and drove over the tundra and small trees and 
we came to rest over the crest of a small knoll. Here he said we will camp. Up went the tent and out came a sleeping pad that was 
about a quarter of an inch thick.  You must understand that Sergey and I chide each other about my soft American behind.  This came 
about on my first visit when I took out four rolls of soft toilet paper I brought from home. He and his family gave it several squeezes 
and it became a joke that we both have kept alive for four years.  I had nothing to worry about with the pad as the tundra is covered 
with over an inch of very thick moss that is very comfortable to sleep on.  When we awoke we ate and walked to the river.  Sergey 
took me to the head of a pool with a good push of water going into it, it was heavier water than I had fished before and he said make 
sure you have your sink tip on and about two meters of tippet twenty pound test.  Upon my arrival each time Sergey gave me a gift of 
flies that have been working well for him for the previous two years, this time was no exception.  After I strung up my rod he I asked 
what fly to use, he came over and picked out a fly called a Varagone which was a tube fly. His final instruction to me was to stand in 
this area and fish that pool.  It only took about thirty minutes and I felt that tap, it was a tap I had not felt in two years I raised my rod 
tip sharply to set the hook.  None of the Salmon I have caught ever ripped the rod from my hand or smashed the fly, it has always 
been across between and tap and slight thump.   
      
(Continued on page 6) 
 

     The title above is from a James Bond movie but in this case 
it’s about a fish….an Atlantic salmon to be exact.  Seven years 
ago I made contact with my first Russian friend Larisa via the 
Internet. I kept working with the Internet and made friends with 
several Russian fishermen and now because of our friendships I 
am invited to fish and visit with them whenever I can.  To keep 
my marriage intact I only go every two years.  None of my trips 
are through an outfitter, guide service or tour group, they are all 
through friendships that have grown over the years.  This year’s 
trip took me to several new rivers inside the Kola Peninsula the 
Kola and the Kevsta Rivers.  My friend Sergey had me come a bit 
later than I have been going so the water’s would be down from 
the winter run off and be warmer.  
      During my last visit to Russia it was cold and the fish were 
hugging the bottom for most of my stay and were hard to reach 
with a conventional fly rod with a sink tip.  Mostly everyone who 
fishes for these fish use a two handle rod that throws about one 
hundred and twenty feet very easily. 
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(From Russia with Love  - Continued from page 5) 
 
Very soon I realized this was not like the other Salmon 
I had caught.  This fish truly was “Bolshaya Riba”  big 
fish.  Sergey came over to give me help in landing the 
largest Salmon I will probably ever catch.  First I had 
to make my way out of the deep water toward the bank 
then he kept shouting to me to keep the fish away from 
the rocks.  It seemed to take a long time to get the fish 
in but I would think it was about ten minutes.  Sergey 
tailed the fish so I could get into a better position to see 
it up close and touch it, of course I had to have some 
pictures of this magnificent fish. Sergey told me it was 
a ten kilo fish, I am not sure if I have ever caught a 
Striper bass quite that big, perhaps one or two only.  Of 
course nothing ever goes right in this type of situation, 
I dropped the fish and he swam away. Not a problem I 
said as I grabbed my rod to bring him back in.  Trouble 
was the line was wrapped around the tip top, you know 
what happened.  First fish of the trip and I broke my 
rod.  We got the fish back in took some pictures and I 
released it.  Sergey and I shook hands and I thanked 
him so much for this gift, I said I could fly home now 
because I knew I would not catch anything else like 
that the rest of the trip. As for size of fish I was correct, 
but there were many more fish to be hooked, lost and 
landed. But I will save that for part two of my trip. 
Someplace I had read that big fish are a gift, it’s true 
they really are especially for a mediocre fishermen as 
myself.  That fish will be in my dreams and thoughts 
for a long time; it really was from Russia with love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Reprinted with permission from Jack Ohman 
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“ THE FISH CONNECTION”  
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle 

Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Asscessories 
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Service 

127 Route 12 
Preston, CT 06365 

(860) 885-1739 

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER 

�

Quality 
Spor ting Goods 

ORVIS 

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 
& Sporting Shotguns 

Char les A. Connell, Jr . 
431 Fitch Road 

Bozrah, CT 06334 
860-889-4901 

� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
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�

TRI-MAR PRINTERS
Bruce and Rosemary  

Marino 
 

(860) 528-9256 or (860) 528-3045 
Fax: (860) 282-9040 

Email: trimarprinters@aol.com 
 
 

524 SULLIVAN AVENUE 
SOUTH WINDSOR, CT 06074 

BUS. HOURS 
MON. THRU FRI. 
7AM – 4:30PM 

Hartford Club Spor t Center  
“ Fishing and Outdoor Specialists Since 1979”  

554 Wethersfield Avenue – Har tford, CT 06114 

Gary L. Brummett 
(860) 296-0110 
Mobile: (860) 539-3067 

Outdoor  Enterpr ises, LLC 
www. ct-outfitters.com 

EST 1959 

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66 
Middlefield, CT 06455 
203-347-4353 
1-888-400-4868 FULL LINE DEALER 

WWW. CUBETA’S.COM 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
·  Largest Outfitter in CT 
·  Over 2500 Sporting &                   
  Collectible Firearms 

PRICE-SERVICE-SELECTION 

 

John Marona 

100 Main St., Collinsville, CT 06019   860-693-2214 

Hours: Mon Tue Wed Fr i 10am-6pm ····  Thur  10am –9pm ····  Sat 9am-5pm  
WWW.QUIETSPORTS.COM 

 

 
Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent products and services and they do need 
your support. Mention that you are with CFFA. They do appreciate the feedback and 
patronage from club members. Plus, they are an excellent source for information on gear, 
tackle, fishing tips, and current conditions.  



 C F F A    B O A R D    OF    D I  R E C T O R S 
  HOME WORK 
PRESIDENT Ray Riley 721-0547  

ENVIRONMENT  VP Stan Calabrese 569-2923  

PROMOTIONS VP John Baracchi 895-1181  

ACTIVITIES VP Tim LaGosh 613-2103  

RECORDING SECRETARY Dick Heffernon   

LEGAL SECRETARY Mark Barbieri 623-8187  

TREASURER  Keith Petry 649-0470  

ADVISORY BOARD Larry Johnson 246-0728  

ADVISORY BOARD Gary Bogli 649-4227  

ADVISORY BOARD Charles Place 623-9912 565-7841 

ADVISORY BOARD Ken Parkany 871-1123 557-2359 

CONSERVATION CHRMN Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2500 

INDOOR FACIL.  CHRMN. Steve Sawczuk 747-5852  

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN Vin Ringrose 828-4642  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN Arnold Cosgrove 295-0622  

NEWSLETTER EDITORS Dave & Mark Casali 633-7902  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN Roger Plourde 747-4297 747-3324 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN    

WEBMASTER Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

FEATURING: SAGE, G.LOOMIS, T&T, ST. 
CROIX, SA MASTERY DEALER, REDDINGTON, 
TIBOR, REGAL RENZETTI, SIMMS, ROSS, 
HODGMAN, BAUER, AIR FLO, WULFF, 
WATERWORKS,  PATAGONIA, EX OFFICIO, 
COLUMBIA, & MORE! 

Fly Rod Rentals ·  Tying Materials ·  Tying Classes ·  Fly Fishing 
Schools ·  Local Information ·  FFF Certified Instruction 

75 Main St. ····  Old Saybrook, CT ····  (860) 388-6585 

OPEN 
DAILY: 
M-F 10-8 
SAT 9-6 

SUN 12-5 
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P.O. Box 380268 
East Har tford, CT 06138-0268 

Vist the CFFA website at “ www.ctflyfish.org”  
Use the message board to share your fishing experiences, get the latest 

reports, write stories and meet a friend! 
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JACK SMOLA 
483 HAZARD AVE 
ENFIELD, CT 06082 

http://www.jacksmola.com 
Email: info@jacksmola.com 

····  FARMINGTON ····  HOUSATONIC ····  WILLIMANTIC RIVERS, CT. 
DEERFIELD ····  WESTFIELD ····  SWIFT, MA 

BLACK ····   WHITE RIVERS, VT 


