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    At the December membership meeting join CFFA’s 
very own Gary Bogli and his presentation about his 
maiden fishing trip to Labrador.  Listen to Gary talk 
about his travels on a unique wilderness train along the 
Moise River, which made the transition into the taiga 
region of Canada.  Gary will talk about his grand slam 
catch, – brook trout, landlocked salmon, pike, white 
fish and lake trout all landed on the same day. He 
fished the waters of the Ashuanipi River System in 
early July where every day was a new adventure and 3-
5 lb. brookies were the norm.  
  

PPLL AACCEE::  Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, 100 
Sunset Ridge, East Hartford, CT 

DDAATTEE::  Wednesday, Dec 14th, 2005  

TTII MM EE::  Fly Tying, Tackle Swap, Raffle: 
7:00 - 7:30 PM 
Program: 8:00 – 9:00 PM 
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          I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
of you and your loved ones a happy, healthy, and 
safe holiday season. I hope everyone had a won-
derful Thanksgiving, I enjoyed mine. A little quality 
time with the family is always enjoyable.  
     November’s meeting was a success thanks to the 
efforts of Roger and Steve and thanks to the fly tiers 
George, Mark, and Jimmy, thanks guys great job. If 
you would like to tie at our meetings please let me 
know, you don’ t have to be an expert and you can tie 
whatever patterns you are comfortable with. 
     I can’ t believe that it snowed already. That’s okay 
because I got to try out my new snow blower.  I was 
a little worried that because I bought a new snow 
blower it wouldn’ t snow all winter. It’s like after you 
wash your car it always rains. Everything worked 
out okay and my neighbors are happy because I did 
their sidewalks as well. 
     I hear tell that the Willimantic River has some 
new holes and some of the old ones are now pretty 
deep so, if you fish there please play it safe and be 
careful. 
 If you attended the November meeting, you may 
have seen the new poster board.  It’s three sided and 
it has pictures of the board members on it. I want to 
thank Rob and Mary Edwards for all of the hard 
work and time spent in making the board.  Thanks 
folks, good job!!  I’m sure we will get plenty of use 
out of it this season. 
     Some of our members still don’ t tie their own 
flies.  They buy them.  So, for those of us that do tie, 
we are looking for members to tie up a dozen or so 
of their favorite patterns and stick them on a hunk of 
styrofoam and donate them to the bucket raffle at our 
banquet.  By the way the banquet is February 25th . 
It’s a Saturday and that very day is our Expo 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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The Good Husband 
By Bruce Rich 

 

 
 
     Soon after checking in, we took a stroll around the extensive landscaped grounds.  True to the advertising, there are hundreds of feet 
of sandy beach fronting Nantucket Sound.  However, to our surprise, we discovered the resort also owns many more hundreds of feet 
along the inlet to a salt pond and a river.  Protected by a rock jetty jutting into the ocean, the inlet has a firm sandy bottom and a channel 
deep enough for cabin cruisers.  Walking inland along the inlet for several minutes, we came to a point where the water forked - one 
prong connecting to the salt pond, the other forming the river.  It was at this confluence that the resort had seen fit to place two large 
floating docks running parallel to the river and connected to shore by long gangplanks.  Perhaps “ in season”  these docks were cluttered 
with boats, but there were no boats on this autumn weekend.  To my eyes, these docks were quintessential casting platforms.  Trying to 
hide my growing giddiness, I complimented Chris on her choice of resorts.   
     You know what I wanted to do, but she wanted to ride the bicycles.  As we peddled around the neighborhood I couldn’ t help but 
notice it’s many “ fishy”  places: Several town beaches (no sticker required now) each with small breakwaters, a major river mouth with 
an enormous jetty and a public fishing dock complete with fish cleaning stations, closed-for-the-season resorts with deserted shorelines.  
The afternoon light was beginning to wane when Chris suggested heading back so I could fish awhile before dinner.  She’s so sweet.   
     A lone angler was casting from the resort’s upstream dock, so I took my nine-weight rod spooled with slow sinking line to the 
downstream dock.  Being fairly new at this salt stuff, I was trying to remember my lessons from the CFFA Salt Water Fly Fishing 
Classes.  The only baitfish I had seen were very small.  I think they were bay anchovies.  Some clouds had hastened the fading light.  I 
selected a small, dark Deceiver (1/0 hook, two short black laced white cape feathers, black bucktail, fluorescent green angel hair 
underbody, red accent flash throat).  Resisting the urge to reach the middle of the channel by using the 45 feet of back cast space 
between the dock and shore, I chose to first work the area close to the dock with roll casts.   
 

      
      
     On the short walk back to our room, we met the other angler I had seen earlier, Tom, and his wife Maureen.  They had been watching 
from their riverfront balcony as I was having fun on the dock.  Tom said the stripers were always cooperative at this place and time.  
This was their eleventh late-October visit to the resort.  I could tell Tom was a very good husband.  The women chatted about the spa 
and the area shopping while Tom and I talked fishing.  He expressed surprise at my success with flies, saying he was strictly a bait and 
lure guy.  Just so he wouldn’ t think me a snob, I mentioned that I had brought spinning gear and asked him what lures he found to be 
effective here.  Tom showed me a “Deadly Dick”  narrow silver spoon with a patch of holographic green near the painted eye, and said�
�

      I try to be a good husband.  So when my wife, Chris, suggested a campout on Cape Cod 
over Columbus Day weekend, my reply was, “Sure Honey, no problem”.  Naturally I had 
visions of stripers in the surf and freshly stocked trout in the Nickerson State Park 
Campground ponds, but mostly I just wanted to please her.  As that weekend approached, 
Chris came down with a cold, and the weather forecast was frightening, so she asked me if we 
could cancel our campout.  “Sure Honey, no problem”, was my response.  After all, the 
stripers might bypass The Cape this year in their rush to get home, and that $25 I spent for a 
three-day freshwater license went to a good cause anyway.   
  A rain-soaked week later, Chris’  health was again vigorous when she mentioned her 
interest in a late-October weekend on The Cape.  Too late in the season to be camping, she 
had found a seaside resort on the web that offered a spa, indoor pool and hot tub.  It was much 
more costly than camping, but I could tell the love-of-my-life really wanted to go (and maybe 
those stripers wanted to extend their vacation season too).  “Sure Honey, no problem”, I said.   

     As my second cast swung in the out-flowing current the line went tight, I 
made a strip-set, and the water near my fly erupted!  I checked that no 
tangles had formed in the slack line as it sped away in spite of my trigger 
finger gently squeezing it against the rod.  As soon as the slack was all out, 
the reel began to sing my favorite song.  After some pumping and cranking, 
some give and take, and a few more surface splashes, I landed a nearly two-
foot long striped bass.  This was a gorgeous fish, not scuzzy like other 
stripers I have met.  Crisp black lines stood out against the bright white and 
silver backgrounds on its muscular body.  The barbless hook slipped out 
easily and I returned her to the water, now multicolored under a spectacular 
sunset.   
    Shortly after releasing a second striped bass I was startled by a flash 
coming from behind me.  Chris was on the gangplank taking photos of me 
silhouetted against the sunset.  She was saying it was time to get ready for 
our dinner reservation when my rod jerked again.  Chris got a picture of me 
with that striper.  Of course it was the smallest one.  (Really, it was.)  I 
wasn’ t at all hungry, but in an effort to be a good husband, I said “Dinner, 
sure Honey” .  Not bad, three fish in half an hour.   
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GOOD HUSBAND – Continued from preceeding page 
  
it worked well on bright days.  Like us, they were staying from Friday until Monday, and over that period Tom and I became friends.  
We traded fishing reports several times a day (he could hear the fish rising from his balcony) and we often fished side-by-side.  Of 
course, all this was during those brief periods when we were not busy shopping, dining out, swimming, hiking, romancing, and otherwise 
being good husbands.  The close proximity of so much fishable water enabled many guerrilla attacks.   
     As usual, I made some mistakes.  The worst was my decision to extract a productive fly from deep in one striper’s gullet.  Gripping its 
lower lip was not working, so I held the fish down with my left hand while operating pliers with my right.  I thought the surgery went 
well until I saw all the blood on my left hand, the result of a deep prick from a dorsal spine.  Cuts while fishing often cause serious 
infections, and I had heard these spines can contain neurotoxins.  Tom chose that moment to tell me about a wound he received from a 
fish spine one morning that had him in the hospital on intravenous antibiotics by afternoon.  I encouraged the blood to flow as I went 
back to the room, where I used soap, water, nailbrush, alcohol, antibiotic ointment and a bandage.  Luckily, I suffered no ill effects, and 
was back fishing later that same day.   
�����I caught stripers every day of that four-day weekend, including a couple off the surface on a Gurgler using floating line in skinny 
water.  The only other species I hooked into were some shad in the twenty-inch range.  My most memorable session started during a 
brilliant sunrise as Tom and I were casting, talking and drinking coffee that Chris had brought from the resort lobby.  The schoolies lived 
up to their name by suddenly arriving and hanging around for nearly an hour.  We both fought many fish in the two-foot long range that 
morning, with Tom’s lures landing six and my flies, ten.  Interestingly, Tom showed up the next day casting brand new bucktail spoons.  
I showed him how to rig a teaser fly ahead of a plug that he could cast with spinning gear, and gave him a couple of Deceivers.   
     On our drive home Chris said the riverfront rooms were only $125 per night this time of year, and would I be interested in coming 
back next October?  “Sure Honey … no problem at all” .   
� 

VEST OF THE PRESIDENT – Continued from page 1 
 
 

 
Anyone interested please contact Ray Riley so he can add your name to the schedule. It’s everyone’s club so we could use everyone’s 
help, please step up and volunteer we would appreciate it. 
      I get some complaints about members not receiving their newsletters, however when I investigate the problem it’s always because 
someone changed their address or email. Remember it is your responsibility to inform us of any address or email changes . Please 
consider receiving your newsletter via email, it’s easier and you get it faster than snail mail.  
 Walt did another great job on our monthly raffle, that table is looking better and better every month. 
      I dumped all of my flies onto my work bench in the garage, I’m going to try and organize my fly boxes, but I haven’ t decided how 
to catagorize them yet. I’m thinking one box for dries one for buggers, one for nymphs and emergers and one for streamers and wets. I 
have to do something because they were a real mess. 
Phil McCormick is our new membership chairman, you will find him at the counter between the kitchen and coat rack during our break 
at the meetings. Anyone that wishes to renew your membership or anyone that would like to join please see Phil at break.  
    Thanks again to Mike Lynch for the excellent job brewing the coffee at the meetings. 
Gary Steinmiller and company are preparing for this season’s classes. Anyone interested please contact Gary. Unfortunately the rod 
building class is full. We have room in the tying classes and this year we have an advanced fly tying class which will be taught by Mark 
Dysinger one of our newer members I believe Mark joined CFFA last year and we are lucky and glad to have a person of Mark’s 
caliber. Mark is an expert fly tier and has some of his own patterns that are productive that he will be showing the class. We only have 
around 10 or 12 openings for this class so don’ t hesitate as we expect it to fill up fast. 
     Stop and see Bob Winot in the kitchen during our break and check out the videos and dvd s that we have for rent. Bob is busy 
expanding our video library and he is doing a super job. 
    If I haven’ t met you yet please come on up and say hello.  
    Please remember our sponsors, they are good to us. We have many wonderful sponsors and some of the best guides in the area. So, 
with the holiday coming a certificate for a guided trip or fly-fishing gear make great gifts. Please look in the newsletter and support the 
people that support us.  
    See you at the next meeting, bring a friend.     

Tight Lines:    � � � � �
 

Expo. I know that Roger and Steve are looking for help setting up the expo so don’ t be bashful step up and 
volunteer. Also Ray could use some help along with Kurt setting up the banquet and bucket raffle so anyone 
interested please let us know. We also have the Danbury show and Hartford Outdoor show coming up in January 
and February and we need people to staff our booth at both shows the Danbury show will be Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday and we are looking for people to staff our tables in 4 hour shifts the Hartford show in February is Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday and we need to staff all four days we are planning 4 hour shifts at that show also. 
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CONNECTICUT RIVER SALMON 
ASSOCIATION 

 
30TH ANNUAL DINNER AND 

RAFFLE/AUCTION 
Saturday, January 21, 2006 

 

The Hawthorne Inn   2421 Wilbur  Cross Highway,  
Ber lin, CT 

Tickets $ 35.00 per  person 
 

 Diversified Silent Auction ·  Select Bucket Raffle ·  Live Auction ·  
Door Prizes 

Special Grand Pr ize 
 

Raffle and Auction items include fresh and saltwater tackle and 
equipment, limited edition and original art work, guided  trips and other 
items which provide excitement and enjoyment throughout an evening 

of good fellowship.  
 

For Reservations Call: Ed Ruestow at (860) 521-1426  
or Jim Carroll at (860) 231-5181 

 

CFFA 2006 CLASS ENROLLMENT FORM 
 

Please make your checks out to: CFFA and mail to: 
 
GARY STEINMILLER 
CFFA Education Chaiman 
26 Penwood Lane 
Wethersfield, CT 06109 
 
DATE:_____________NAME:__________________________STREET:______________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP:__________________________________________________________________________ 
TEL Home/Work:__________________________________Email:____________________________________ 
TOTAL ENCLOSED:________________________________ 
 
Please check off the class you would like to register for: 
 
�  BEGINNER FLY TYING: Members $40, Non-Members $50, 16 years &  under  $30.  
 
�  SALTWATER FLY TYING: Members $40, Non-Members $50, 16 years &  under  $30 
  
�  ADVANCED FLY TYING: Members $40, Non-Members $50, 16 years &  under  $30 
 
All classes will be held on 1/5, 1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, and 2/9. All in 2006 and all on a Thursday evening.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT CFFA: The Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s Association, Inc. is 
organized “ To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly 
Fishing and To Conserve Game Fish Waters.”  CFFA membership meetings 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month, September through May. 
Meetings are held at the Veteran’s Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge Drive, 
East Hartford, CT.  
“ Lines and Leaders”  is the official publication of the Connecticut Fly 
Fisherman’s Association, Inc. and is distribted to its membership and allies of 
conservation. Business card ads may be placed at a cost of $5 per add or $40 
for nine months. CFFA members may place for-sale or want ads of a non-
commercial nature without charge. Newsletter correspondence should be sent 
to David  Casali, 259 Longhill Drive, Glastonbury, CT, 06033. Change of 
address notice should be sent to CFFA, P.O. Box 380268, East Hartford, CT 
06138-0268 
COPY DEADLINE: The second Friday of the month. 
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This New Hobby Called Fly-Fishing 
By Mary Edwards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
waders and a vest and something called a fly box because he could not "fly fish" from the shore. No, he needed to get into the water. 
      Long story short, mom ponied up the money for the gear and right after it was delivered we headed back up the river. By this time Rob 
and I had found Riverton and the branch of the Farmington that hooks up with the Still. I went with Brian a couple of times to watch and 
see what the heck this "fly fishing" amounted to. Don’ t you know that it looked really interesting? The kid was catching fish like there was 
no tomorrow. Soon after my husband is buying his gear and both of them are fishing. Not to be left on shore and bored out of my mind, I 
announced that I wanted to fish. By now the summer is almost over and there was just enough time for me to fish a couple of times with 
Brian before he moved to his new school - Montana State University in Bozeman, Montana. (Which is, I believe, the real reason he wanted 
to learn to fly fish!) 
  
So the summer of ‘04 I am out at the Geriatric trying to remember how to cast. I was nervous being out there, but preferred to be alone 
since I did not want to be the comedic relief act on the Farmington. But one afternoon I saw a fish rise and then rise again from the same 
spot. I tied on a sulfur and proceeded to cast and then attempt to drift my fly to the fish. I was concentrating so hard that I did not hear or 
see Dick until I heard some splashing and saw Dick land a beautiful fish just 20 feet or so away. I asked him what he was using and was 
surprised when he walked over to me and gave me a fly. Then he asked, "How long you been doing this?" Before I knew it he is giving me 
pointers on casting and he spent the rest of the afternoon helping me out. 
  
All during that summer I would run into Dick up there on the Farmington. Each time we met he would give me new tips and offer words of 
wisdom from his 50 years of fly fishing on the Farmingotn. He was always eager to answer any question I had and always patient as I 
snagged trees or bushes. He would give me flies that he had tied and also tell me how to wade the different spots of the river. One 
particular spot that was his favorite was just behind a boulder along a ledge. This is not an easy spot to get to but he told me there was a 
nice rainbow in the deep hole along the edge and that he would love to see me catch it. Well, I did land that rainbow this summer. I 
ventured down along the ledge keeping Dick’s words of caution at the back of my mind. I tied on a #12 elk hair caddis and on the second 
cast landed that rainbow! A 16" beauty that came up out of nowhere from the dark waters along the edge and just banged that caddis. I 
could not believe it and was sorry that Dick didn’ t show up until a couple of minutes later. He listened very attentively as I told him all 
about it. We had a good laugh at how excited I was about landing this fish when I realized something. Fly fishing - it really is a great 
hobby. 
 

     It was during the summer of ‘04 when I first met Dick. I was on the 
Farmington, just above the Beaver Pool. If truth be told, I was in a part of the river 
called the Geriatric Pool. But heck, I did not know the name or any part of the river 
at that time. I was out on a beautiful afternoon trying my luck at a new hobby - fly 
fishing. 
My older son, Brian, is the one totally responsible for getting me into this sport. He 
came home after a hard semester at U of Mass in the spring of ‘03 and announced 
that he wanted to "fly fish". What ever it was it certainly sounded harmless enough. 
Before I knew it he was online and ordering a starter rod from Cabela’s.  The rod 
and reel, two new terms for me at this time, were soon delivered to the front door 
and Brian was thrilled to pieces. Now we needed to find a place to fish. I 
remembered seeing a river someplace over by Collinsville. We packed up his gear 
and set out. I found the river and what I thought was a great spot only to have him 
announce that yes , it was a nice place, but he needed some other gear. There were 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMOLA’S 
  BLUE RIBBON GUIDE SERVICES 

TROUT GUARANTEED 
DEERFIELD ····  FARMINGTON ····  WESTFIELD ····  SWIFT 

BLACK & HOUSATONIC RIVERS 

860-763-1856 
JACK SMOLA 

483 HAZARD AVE, ENFIELD, CT 06082 
WWW.jacksmola.com 

E-mail: info@jacksmola.com 

 

Redington Endorsed 
Fly-Fishing Guide and Instructor 

Swift �  Westfield �  Deerfield �  Farmington Rivers 

Private/Group 
Lessons 
Gift Certificates (413) 583-5141 

Web: marlablair.com 

Email:  
marlablair@yahoo.com 
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“ THE FISH CONNECTION”  
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle 

Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Asscessories 
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Service 

127 Route 12 
Preston, CT 06365 

(860) 885-1739 

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER 

�

Quality 
Spor ting Goods 

ORVIS 

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 
& Sporting Shotguns 

Char les A. Connell, Jr . 
431 Fitch Road 

Bozrah, CT 06334 
860-889-4901 

� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� �� � �� � �� ��� 	 � 
� � ����

�

TRI-MAR PRINTERS
Bruce and Rosemary  

Marino 
 

(860) 528-9256 or (860) 528-3045 
Fax: (860) 282-9040 

Email: trimarprinters@aol.com 
 
 

524 SULLIVAN AVENUE 
SOUTH WINDSOR, CT 06074 

BUS. HOURS 
MON. THRU FRI. 
7AM – 4:30PM 

Hartford Club Spor t Center  
“ Fishing and Outdoor Specialists Since 1979”  

554 Wethersfield Avenue – Har tford, CT 06114 

Gary L. Brummett 
(860) 296-0110 
Mobile: (860) 539-3067 

Outdoor  Enterpr ises, LLC 
www. ct-outfitters.com 

EST 1959 

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66 
Middlefield, CT 06455 
203-347-4353 
1-888-400-4868 FULL LINE DEALER 

WWW. CUBETA’S.COM 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
·  Largest Outfitter in CT 
·  Over 2500 Sporting &                   
  Collectible Firearms 

PRICE-SERVICE-SELECTION 

 

 

Cedar  House 
Custom Picture Framing 

·  Shadow Boxes ·  Custom Mirrors 

By Appointment:  

(860) 747-3324 

Roger Plourde 
146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372) 

Rear Building 
Plainville, CT 06062 

 ON THE RIVER 
Fly Fishing Instruction with Charlie Place 

 

Learn where trout hide, what their habits are, and how to catch 
them using nymphs, streamers, and dry flies.  

 

Send for  a free electronic brochure to learn more about this 
unique fly fishing teaching service.  Send to:  

onther iver@snet.net 

Over  25 years fly fishing exper ience 



 C F F A    B O A R D    OF    D I  R E C T O R S 
  HOME WORK 
PRESIDENT John Baracchi 895-1181  

ENVIRONMENT  VP Stan Calabrese 569-2923  

PROMOTIONS VP Sam Dupuis 745-6206 763-5030 

RECORDING SECRETARY Dick Heffernon  632-0356  

LEGAL SECRETARY Mark Barbieri 623-8187  

TREASURER  Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

ADVISORY BOARD Larry Johnson 246-0728  

ADVISORY BOARD Gary Bogli 649-4227  

ADVISORY BOARD Charles Place 623-9912 565-7841 

ADVISORY BOARD Ken Parkany 871-1123 557-2359 

ADVISORY BOARD Ray Riley   

CONSERVATION CHRMN Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2500 

INDOOR FACIL.  CHRMN. Steve Sawczuk 747-5852  

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN Vin Ringrose 828-4642  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN Phil McCormick 871-8703 327-0010 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS Dave & Mark Casali 633-7902  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN Roger Plourde 747-4297 747-3324 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN Mary Edwards   

WEBMASTER Lou Fabrizio 793-0547 571-5190 

FEATURING: ALBRIGHT, SAGE, G.LOOMIS, 
T&T, ST. CROIX, SA MASTERY DEALER,  
TIBOR, REGAL, RENZETTI, SIMMS, ROSS, 
HODGMAN, BAUER, AIR FLO, VAN STAAL, 
WULFF, WATERWORKS,  PATAGONIA, EX 
OFFICIO, COLUMBIA, & MORE! 

Fly Rod Rentals ·  Tying Materials ·  Tying Classes ·  Fly Fishing 
Schools ·  Local Information ·  FFF Certified Instruction 

75 Main St. ····  Old Saybrook, CT ····  (860) 388-6585 

OPEN 
DAILY: 
M-F 10-8 
SAT 9-6 

SUN 12-5 
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P.O. Box 380268 
East Har tford, CT 06138-0268 

Vist the CFFA website at 
“ www.ctflyfish.org”  

Use the message board to share your fishing experiences, get the 
latest reports, write stories and meet a friend! 

 


